
Second Sunday of Lent 
February 28, 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 

Our cup  

(and shelves) 

overflow with your generosity! 

Thank you! 
See back of bulletin for more images from last 

Sunday’s Drive Thru- Food Drop! 
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The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: 

God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting 

covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who 

brings life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection 

life in faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get 

new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE: God Loved the World     Edwin T. Childs 

              

WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OPENING HYMN:  God Loved the World    Hymn # 323 

 

1 God loved the world so that he gave  

his only Son the lost to save, 

that all who would in him believe 

should everlasting life receive. 

 

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

who was made flesh and suffered death; 

all who confide in Christ alone  

are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3 If you are ill, if death draws near, 

this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus rescues us from death; 

that is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son 

forgives all sins that you have done, 

and justified by Jesus' blood, 

your baptism grants the highest good. 

 

5 All glory to the Father, Son,  

and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 

be praise now and eternally! 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

GREETING  

  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

KYRIE (Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August 

Crull, 1846–1923, alt.  Music: ROCKINGHAM 

OLD, Edward Miller, 1731–1807, adapt.  Public 

Domain. 
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

AM: O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to 

be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 

shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this 

old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God 

will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the 

firmness of God’s promise. 

    

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 

said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 

of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I 

will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between 

me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 

be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 

she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27) 

 

 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 

        the LORD‘s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!   

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”  
 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 

 

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with 

God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too 

old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised 

to accomplish. 

 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there 

is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 

share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 

the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 

believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 

numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 

body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he 
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considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the 

promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 

alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LENTEN VERSE:   

 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 8th chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first 

time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the 

cross that Jesus will travel. 

 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 

by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 

are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 

the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of 
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my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said  Hymn # 667 

1 "Take up your cross," the Savior said, 

 "if you would my disciple be; 

 forsake the past, and come this day, 

 and humbly follow after me." 

 

2 Take up your cross; let not its weight 

 pervade your soul with vain alarm; 

 his strength shall bear your spirit up, 

 sustain your heart, and nerve your arm. 

 

3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, 

 nor let your foolish heart rebel; 

 for you the Lord endured the cross 

 to save your soul from death and hell. 

 

4 Take up your cross and follow Christ, 

 nor think till death to lay it down; 

 for those who humbly bear the cross 

 one day will wear the glorious crown. 

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.  Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version.  Arr. © 2006 

Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

AM: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 

 

AM: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

AM: Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may 

follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage to 

those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 

creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s  

well-being. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 

nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even 

imagine. Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love 

shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit.  Bring vindication for 

victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression.  Restore all who are sick or grieving.  Today 

we pray especially for Deanna, Vicki, Kevin, Troy, Dell, and those we name before you now 

either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips… Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless 

grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and 

guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to 

adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families. Hear us, 

O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

AM: We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints 

whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives 

in you. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

Anthem:  How Beautiful        Twila Paris, 

           arr. Lloyd Larson  

   

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

AM: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

 

P: You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 

and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the 

name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SENDING HYMN: Our Father, We Have Wandered   Hymn # 606 

 

1 Our Father, we have wandered 

 and hidden from your face; 

 in foolishness have squandered 

 your legacy of grace. 

 But now, in exile dwelling, 

 we rise with fear and shame, 

 as, distant but compelling, 

 we hear you call our name. 

2 And now at length discerning 

 the evil that we do, 

 behold us, Lord, returning 

 with hope and trust to you. 

 In haste you come to meet us 

 and home rejoicing bring, 

 in gladness there to greet us 

 with calf and robe and ring. 
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3 O Lord of all the living, 

 both banished and restored, 

 compassionate, forgiving, 

 and ever-caring Lord, 

 grant now that our transgressing, 

 our faithlessness may cease. 

 Stretch out your hand in blessing, 

 in pardon, and in peace.

 

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006.  Music: PASSION CHORALE, Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-

1750.  Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981, International Committee on English in the 

Liturgy, Inc. 

 

DISMISSAL 

  

AM: Go in peace. Share the good news.  

 Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE:  Herzlich tut mich verlangen.      Johann Gottfried Walther  

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2021 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastor:   Cheryl Walenta Gorvie 

  Assisting Minister:  Natalie Fontana 

  Organist:   Johanna Erdman 

  Hymns & Anthem:  Richard Brendel and Keith Paulson 

    

      

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Minister:  Pastor Cheryl Walenta Gorvie pastor@gethsemanestl.org (903) 918-3992(c) 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(c) 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(c) 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(c) 

Council President: Michael Elliott  opusmbe@gmail.com  (314) 941-5219(c) 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

February 21 - 28, 2021 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

11:30 am 

12:30 pm 

Worship Service -Streaming live on YouTube  

Confirmation Class 

Reopening Team Zoom Meeting 

Sunday School Coffee Hour Zoom  

   

3/1 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal  

Choir Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

   

3/2 Tuesday   6:00 am – 7:00pm Non-Partisan Primary Municipal Election 

   

3/3 Wednesday 10:30 am 

  7:00 pm 

Staff Meeting 

Mid-Week Lenten Service: Holden Evening 

Prayer - on YouTube 

   

3/7 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

11:30 am 

Worship Service -Streaming live on YouTube  

Confirmation Class 

Social Action Zoom Meeting  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Deanna Brooker – as she remains under her doctor’s care 

Vicki Herrmann - as she prepares for and recovers from eye surgery 

Kevin Kopplin – who had to be hospitalized 

Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 

Dell Roth – strength and support  

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My brother-in-law Larry McGee who had a mild heart attack and 

has pneumonia 

Natalie Fontana 

Marianne (strength) and Quentin (strength, healing) Barb Johnson 

My father, Phillip Olson (strength, energy, healing) Maryn Olson 

Stacie, Diane, and Dorit (strength, healing) Dawn Schuessler 

Aria’s mom, Margaret Thomé who is currently in the hospital Dr. Thomé 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Midweek Lenten Worship – Holden Evening Prayer: online at 7pm Wednesdays during Lent 

through YouTube and Facebook.  The following topics will be presented during the service. 

• March 3  Providing Opportunities for Girls and Young Women 

• March 10  Preventing Lead Exposure 

• March 17  Building Economic Stability for Women 

• March 24  Working for Peace and Justice 

Zoom Coffee Hour with Pastor Cheryl:  Today, at 12:30pm, Sunday School families and 

teachers are encouraged to grab a cup of coffee and join Pastor Cheryl on Zoom.  The link can 

be found on our website and in your Friday e-news.    This is a perfect opportunity for you and 

your children to meet Pastor Cheryl and her kids; Evan (8) and Lily (5).  We hope you can join 

us. 

 

Do You Want to Participate in Worship at the Church?  We are currently looking for 

Lectors, Assisting Ministers, and singers.  Lectors and Assisting Ministers sit on the main floor 

and lead from the lectern – one person can handle both responsibilities if they are comfortable 

with the request.  A worship binder with specific instructions for the service is provided.  

Singers wishing to help on Sundays do not need to attend group choir rehearsal and remain in 

one of the two choir cages throughout the service.  You will be provided with any needed music 

and rehearse the morning of the service. 

 

The Social Action Team will meet next Sunday, March 7, at 11:30 AM via Zoom.  The link 

can be found on our website and in your Friday e-news.  We will get updates about 

Gethsemane's social action ministries and plan for the year ahead. Hope to see you there! Any 

questions, contact Emily Szyman. 

 

Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission 

through Pastoral Center.  

  

Clockwise starting top left: Congratulations 

to Pastor Cheryl upon her Installation as 

Pastor for GLC.  Sharon and Linda grab 

some sweet treats.  The collection grows for 

St. Anthony’s and Isaiah 58.  Channel 5 

captures the event.  Mike grabs more 

donations for the drive. 
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