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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before 
the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive 
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in 
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of 
reconciliation in the world. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: 
              
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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OPENING HYMN: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  Hymn # 834 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
 thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
 thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and small; 
 in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
 and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 
 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
 all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 
 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
  
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.  Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional.  Public Domain.   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 
 
 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
 Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
 we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
 Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
 Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
 Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
 on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
 Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
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 Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
 Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
 Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
 For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 
 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to 
do good and save many lives. 
 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I 
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when 
they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here 
as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 
 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us 
understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one 
another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge 
each of us. 
 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat 
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It 
is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 
  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir Only:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
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21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 
tell you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON – Me and Jeff and Bill Were Hanging Out 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive  Hymn # 605 
 
1 "Forgive our sins as we forgive," 
 you taught us, Lord, to pray; 
 but you alone can grant us grace 
 to live the words we say. 
 
2 How can your pardon reach and bless 
 the unforgiving heart 
 that broods on wrongs and will not let 
 old bitterness depart? 
 
 

3 In blazing light your cross reveals 
 the truth we dimly knew: 
 how trifling others' debts to us; 
 how great our debt to you! 
 
4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our 
 souls 
 and bid resentment cease; 
 then, by your mercy reconciled, 
 our lives will spread your peace. 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt. Text © Oxford University Press 1969.  Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, 
Philadelphia, 1844.  Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it 
a place of welcome. Strengthen faith and nurture new ministries of education and growth.  Lord, 
in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 
your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to 
heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
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Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 
Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all 
who hunger, guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war, and be with those who need 
healing.  Today we especially pray for Joan and those we name before you before you now 
either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips… Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 
mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 
faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 
praise you. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Kyrie Eleison     Palestrina 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life.  
 Amen 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Rise, Shine You People   Hymn # 665 
 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 
 our human story; God in him is centered. 
 He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
 with grace unbounded. 
 
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; 
 he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 
 All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
 now are forgiven. 
 
3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 
 your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 
 To all the world go out and tell the story 
 of Jesus' glory. 
 
4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. 
 Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
 Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation 
 God's new creation.
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.  Music: WOJTKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003.  Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing 
House.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE:  
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastors:  Elizabeth and John Backus 
  Organist:  Dr. Steven Ball 
  Hymns:  Richard Brendel 
  Special Music:  Michael Elliott, Dawn Schuessler, and Dr. Aria Thome 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Marilyn McGuire in memory of Schatze, the best dog ever. 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 
September 13 - 20, 2020 

 
Today 
 

 9:30 am 
 
 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

   
9/14 Monday  7:00 pm Call Committee Meeting 
   
9/16 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
9/19 Saturday 10:00 am Re-Opening Team Meeting 
   
9/20 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
 
10:30-11:30 am 
10:30-11:30 am 
  6:30 pm 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service) 
Drive-In, Food Drop 
Zoom Confirmation Meeting 
LuMin Dinner Drop-Off

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442(C) 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600(C) 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thome gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(C) 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857(C) 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(C) 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(C) 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197(C) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Joan Williams during her surgery this week and healing after. 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Congratulations to Kathleen and Joseph Mayhaus upon the birth of Elenore Louise on 
Monday, August 31st.  Elenore and family; including big sister Judeth, are all happy and 
healthy. 
 
Congratulations to Dr. Richard Schuessler upon his retirement from Washington University.  
For more information about his amazing career in Cardiac Research, please see the article 
shared in last Friday’s e-news.  
 
Drive Thru DIAPER Drop!  This month’s “Big Ask” is diapers.  Our collection will be held 
next Sunday, September 20th, from 10:30 – 11:30 in the church parking lot.  Last year we 
collected over 3,000 diapers.  Our food pantry partners are especially in need of larger sized 
diapers: sizes 5 and up.  They are also in need of diaper wipes and toilet paper.  We are also 
collecting wheeled suitcases, hygiene and non-perishable food items, especially canned 
vegetables.  Items may also be dropped off during office business hours.  Financial donations 
are always welcome too. 
 
Sunday School Update: Because of COVID-19 and the restrictions in place, we will not be 
able to have in person Sunday school for the foreseeable future.  Gethsemane staff have made 
the decision to not attempt to do an online version of regular Sunday school as many of the kids 
are already doing regular school online and we do not want to add more online time to their 
schedules.  The one exception is confirmation class with Pastor John, which begins on Sunday, 
September 20th from 10:30am to 11:30am in-person and via Zoom.  We will be attaching the 
appropriate Sunday’s student bulletin for your family’s use for the foreseeable future.   
Bulletins are available for both readers and nonreaders and follow along with the assigned 
readings for each Sunday. We will continue to look to science and follow the advice of our 
reopening team to tell us when it is safe to bring our youngest back to the building.  
 
Gethsemane has again agreed to provide meals for LuMin.  Starting this month, we will be 
providing supper for LuMin and the students who join them on Sunday evenings for a meal and 
worship.  Starting with Sunday, September 20th, Gethsemane will provide food and / or funding 
for 15-20 students and staff.  If you are interested in helping prepare a meal, donating money to 
cover the cost of a meal, or paying for a catered meal, please contact Gretchen Jenson.  Meals 
must be delivered by 6:30pm on the date assigned.  Due to COVID-19 related restrictions, we 
are not invited to stay for the meal at this time.  Food will be divided and stored in carryout 
containers for the students to grab before heading outside for their meal and worship. 
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission  
through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 
 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite 
all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to 
ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in 
our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and welcoming community of 
faith. 

 


