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Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer 

silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: 

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 

presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing 

bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s 

presence to others. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Almighty God, Your Word is Cast    Setting:  C. S. Lang 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast    Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know.

Text John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

 Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

 we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

 Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

 Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

 Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

 on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

 Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

 Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

 Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

 Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

 For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 

people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18 

 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—

earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured 

Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God 

instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor. 
 

9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. 

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 

alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 

by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in 

the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 

in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him 

that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for 

the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint 

Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-

meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; 

and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand 

in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15 

 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received 

in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s 

saving actions. 
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 5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith says, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or 

‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does 

it say? 

  “The word is near you,on your lips and in your heart”  (that is, the word of faith that we 

proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is 

justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 

same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 

proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 14: 22-33 

 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite 

their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they 

are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

 
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of 

Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up 

the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the 

boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early 

in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – there it is again… 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Eternal Father, Strong to Save    Hymn # 756 

 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

 whose arm has bound the restless wave, 

 who bade the mighty ocean deep 

 its own appointed limits keep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 

 

2 O Savior, whose almighty word 

 the winds and waves submissive heard, 

 who walked upon the foaming deep, 

 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 

 

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 

 upon the chaos dark and rude, 

 and bid its angry tumult cease, 

 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 

 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 

 for those in peril on the sea. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 

 from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

 thus evermore shall rise to thee 

 glad hymns and praise from land and 

 sea. 
 
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.  Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823 - 1876.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we 

see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ 

wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 

exploitation and abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the 

resources of your hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness 

and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice 

that is the path to peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are 

lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in 

their search for an affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day especially for 

Jack and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  

Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for 

this gift. We pray for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing 

for a new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously 

with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
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We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and 

for the saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 

 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  The Word is in Your Heart    Bob Moore 

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: My Life Flows on In Endless Song   Hymn # 763 

 
1 My life flows on in endless song; 

 above earth's lamentation, 

 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 

 that hails a new creation. 

 

Refrain 

 No storm can shake my inmost calm 

 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 

 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 

 how can I keep from singing? 

 

2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 

 I hear that music ringing. 

 It finds an echo in my soul. 

 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

3 What though my joys and comforts die? 

 The Lord my Savior liveth. 

 What though the darkness gather round? 

 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 

 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 

 a fountain ever springing! 

 All things are mine since I am his! 

 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899.  Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.  Public Domain.   

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: My Life Flows On in Endless Song    Robert Lowry, 

     arr. Thomas Keesecker 

   
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Johanna Erdman 

  Hymns:  Dawn Schuessler and Aria Thome 

  Special Music:  Angie Fulton and Maryn Olson 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by Vi Aronsson in memory of her parents, 4 brothers, and 3 sisters. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

August 9-16, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

8/10 Monday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm American Red Cross Blood Drive 

   

8/11 Tuesday 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

   

8/12 Wednesday 10:30 am 

  7:00 pm 

Staff Meeting 

Last Zoom Bible Study – Revelation 

   

8/13 Thursday 7:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting 

   

8/16 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442(C) 

    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600(C) 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thome choir@gethsemanestl.org  (480) 290-6369(C) 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(C) 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson glcstlsocialmedia@gmail.com (314) 518-6978(C) 

Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197(C) 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Jack Jaworski as he recovers from surgery 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

The Chapman family as Matt deals with terminal cancer diagnosis Elliott Family 

Gretchen’s mother Lyn (comfort, healing, strength) Jenson Family 

Troy during his cancer treatments (strength, comfort) Rodney Jones 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
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Last Zoom Bible Study this Wednesday with Pr. John! Revelation: Roadmap 

or Art Gallery?  Please consider joining us as we discuss John's amazing journey 

with Jesus. Topics will range far, involve some history lessons, and we'll even 

learn a little Latin and Greek along the way.  If you have questions about this new 

offering for Gethsemane, please call Pastor John on his cell - 314-250-4442.  

 

Hymn Help!  It looks like the “choir cage” sound booth worked.  We hope those of you who 

listened from home enjoyed the addition to the service.  If you would like to help by singing the 

hymns for a Sunday this summer, please contact the office.      
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive:  We have a Red Cross Blood Drive scheduled for 

Monday, August 10th from 9am – 1pm.  We hope you can make plans to join us.   

 

 

God’s work. Our hands. Save the date! August 30, 10:30-11:30am. 

Even during a pandemic, we can use our hands (after they’ve been 

thoroughly washed and sanitized) to do God’s work. Projects will look 

differently this year, but the work remains as important as ever. We will 

host another Drive Thru Food Drop with the Bridge Bread Truck and the Bridge Fair Trade 

Shop open for business on the parking lot.  There are a couple more projects in the works, so 

stay tuned! All projects will be executed in a safe, socially distanced way. Some you can do 

from the comfort of your home. A sign-up genius (remember those?!) will be sent out soon to 

describe the work that needs to be done and to ensure we have the right amount of people to 

keep this a safe environment. For a sneak peek, check out the website! 

 

The Drive Thru - Food Drop August 30!  Our next scheduled Drive Thru – 

Food Drop is Sunday, August 30th during God’s work. Our hands. This 

month’s Big Ask items are Shaving Cream, Razors, Body Lotion, and Lip 

Balm.  We are continuing to collect rolling suitcases and nonperishable food, 

especially cereal and “kid friendly food”. 

 

The Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On August 

30th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you can make another 

impact for good in the world by purchasing bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food 

Truck! Don’t forget you can order online to guarantee your favorites will be available; just add 

“pickup at Gethsemane” to your order to save the delivery charge. 

 

The Bridge Fair Trade Shop will be hosting a market also on August 30th. 

Stop by for some early Christmas shopping or a new piece to add to your 

wardrobe or jewelry collection.  Items start at $5 and include soaps, baskets, 

jewelry, and clothing. 
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Sunday Funnies: 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary.  


