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The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the 
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of 
cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty    Love Den Herren, 

    arr. John Carter 
                  
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: All Are Welcome   Hymn # 641 
 
1 Let us build a house where love can 
dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 
Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
2 Let us build a house where prophets 
speak,  
and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
Refrain 
 
3 Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
Refrain 
 

4 Let us build a house where hands will 
reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God's face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger:   
Refrain 
 
5 Let us build a house where all are 
named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
 
 
 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950.  Music: TWO OAKS, 
Marty Haugen.  © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc.  All 
rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-704953.   



- 3 - 
 

GLORY TO GOD 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should 
submit to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in 
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reply insisted that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God 
confirmed the word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 
 

  5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 
May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back 
to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen 
now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets 
who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against 
many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word 
of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23 
 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final 
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under 
God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life. 
 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God 
as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 
instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 
  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 
leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have 
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that 
you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in 
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members 
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves 
to righteousness for sanctification. 
  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those 
things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage 
you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   

 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 10th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships 
they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 
 
Jesus said to the twelve: 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 
righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 
will lose their reward.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Even a Cup 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: There's a Wideness in God's Mercy  Hymn # 588 
 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy,
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there's a kindness in God's justice 
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earth's sorrows 
 are more felt than up in heav'n. 
 There is no place where earth's failings 
 have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
 and a promised grace made good; 
 there is mercy with the Savior; 
 there is healing in his blood. 
 There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
 there is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper home of bliss. 

3 For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 
 
4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 

 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.  Music: LORD, REVIVED US, North American, 19th cent.  Text and Tune: Public Domain.  
Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 
 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our 
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout of 
praise. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. Inspire 
us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. Hear us, O God.
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians to act 
with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and welcome one 
another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God.  
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or 
abandoned. Today we pray especially for Denise, David, Kevin, Jennifer, Mary, and those we 
name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  Strengthen those 
who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace your 
mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live more 
faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our faith and 
renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
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Choir:  Song of Hope       Argentina folk hymn 
         arr. Robert A. Hobby  
 
GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Amen 
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SENDING HYMN: Baptized and Set Free    Hymn # 453   
 
1 We are people created,  

chosen by God. 
 Then we're washed, ever gently,  

in mercy and love. 
 Sin has power no more.  

Jesus opened the door 
 to a fountain bringing healing,  

and wholeness and more. 
 
2 We are fed and we're nourished,  

filled and refreshed. 
 Then our hunger returns and  

again we are blessed. 
 For whatever the need,  

God is greater indeed: 
 endless ocean, always deeper  

than all of our need. 
 

3 We are nourished by water,  
all living things, 

 and by life that the Spirit  
abundantly brings. 

 As we journey toward home,  
may your presence be known: 

 precious river, ever-flowing,  
now carry us home. 

 
4 Now with praise and thanksgiving,  

we join the song. 
 All are welcome! We gather  

to sing loud and strong. 
 Not enslaved, but set free!  

From now on, all will be 
 one in Jesus, one in water,  

baptized and set free! 

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956.  Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner.  © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 
June 28 – July 5, 2020 

 
Today 
 

  9:30 am 
  
 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and will post on Facebook following 
the service)

   
7/1 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship
   
7/3 Friday All Day Office Closed for 4th of July observance 
   
7/5 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Denise Cutelli recovering at home 
David Hackmann for healing of his knee after a fall and surgery 
Kevin Kopplin receiving care at Barnes-Jewish Extended Care 
Jennifer Paulson recovering from back surgery 
Mary Scanlan for strength and healing after knee surgery 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 
Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 
  Pianist:  Johanna Erdman 
  Choir Director: Dawn Schuessler 
  Choir:   Rich Brendel, Leslie Wobbe, Keith Paulson 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by the Bauer family in honor of  
Ken and Cheryl’s 52nd Wedding anniversary. 
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Last Sunday’s Drive Thru - Food Drop was a HUGE Success!  We 
collected almost $1000 in financial donations thanks to the following: 
Sharon Salerno, Dawn Riske, Phyllis Saathoff, Richard Lima, Lillie 
Niebuhr, the Schuessler family, the Schmidt family, the Wobbe family, 
the Paulson family, the Nolde family, and the Backus family.  We also 

exceeded our goal of 10 cars, with 15 individuals and families stopping by to drop off 
nonperishable items and suitcases.  Thanks to Lindsay Schuessler, the Jenson family, the 
Bartholomew family, Natalie Fontana, the Brendel family, the Nolde family, Cayce Morice, the 
Doss family, the Wind family, Joan Williams, the Rentchler family, the Unsicker family, the 
Walentik family, Nancy Lubke, and the Rothgangel family, we collected 377 pounds of food 
and four rolling suitcases for our Food Pantry Partners.  
 
Thank you for supporting Make Music Day STL last Sunday.   We averaged about 40 views 
for each of our artists, which is a larger audience than in the past.  We would also like to thank 
this year’s artists: Robert Chamberlin, Maeta Christian, Dawn Riske, Cross-Stitch (Elliott’s 
Irish band), and Pastor Jeff. 
 
Gradual return to in-person worship: 
On July 5, we will begin worshiping in the sanctuary again. Full details of what that means 
were sent out by email this past week.  
*We encourage everyone to read that email. 
*We encourage more vulnerable members to keep worshiping via live stream for the time 
being. We will do our best to make that good worship experience. 
*Please be mindful that our Reopening Team is watching the information available about the 
coronavirus epidemic, and will be making changes as needed in the weeks to come. 
The Pastors 
 
Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 

 
GLC Rummage Sale:  This year’s 
Rummage Sale has been postponed.  A 
new date will be shared as more 
information about reopening the 
building becomes available.  However, 
you are still welcome to bring items 
into the church for storage until the 
sale.  We are also collecting grocery 
bags and hangers.  Please call the 
church office to make arrangements. 
 
 


