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The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of 

his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 

descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the 

same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the 

God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in 

our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 

baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE: Festal Song     Thomas Keesecker 

              

WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 

are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 

live in your hearts through faith. 

 Amen. 



- 2 - 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

OPENING HYMN:  Arise, Your Light Has Come   Hymn # 314 

 

1 Arise, your light has come! 

 The Spirit's call obey; 

 show forth the glory of your God 

 which shines on you today. 

 

2 Arise, your light has come! 

 Fling wide the prison door; 

 proclaim the captive's liberty, 

 good tidings to the poor. 

 

3 Arise, your light has come! 

 All you in sorrow born, 

 bind up the brokenhearted ones 

 and comfort those who mourn. 

 

4 Arise, your light has come! 

 The mountains burst in song! 

 Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

 God's pow'r will make us strong. 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947.  Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825–1893.  Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

GREETING  

  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

KYRIE (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
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GLORY TO GOD (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. 

Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

 

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to 

Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses 

died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate 

successors of the great prophet Moses.  

    

  1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent 

me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came 

out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away 

from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The 

company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 

that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 

silent.” 

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 

“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
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on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as 

they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck 

the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 

dry ground. 

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 

responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 

will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 

and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 

heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in 

two pieces. 

The Word of the Lord.     

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6 
 

Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2) 

 
1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 

  God shines | forth in glory.   

 3Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

  to witness the judgment | of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause, 

  for it is God | who is judge.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ 

shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, 

“Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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The Word of the Lord.     

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

 

Choir on Behalf of the Congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 

words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 9tht chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9 

 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to 

Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s 

glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

 
 2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah 

with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 

be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 

had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Jesus on the Mountain Peak   Hymn # 317 

1 Jesus on the mountain peak 

 stands alone in glory blazing; 

 let us, if we dare to speak, 

 join the saints and angels praising.  

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Trembling at his feet we saw 

 Moses and Elijah speaking. 

 All the prophets and the law 

 shout through them their joyful greeting:  

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3 Swift the cloud of glory came, 

 God proclaiming in its thunder, 

 Jesus as the Son by name! 

 Nations, cry aloud in wonder:  

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 This is God's beloved Son! 

 Law and prophets sing before him, 

 first and last and only One. 

 All creation shall adore him!  

 Alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936.  Music: BETHOLD, Mark Sedio, b. 1954.  Text © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company.  Music: 

© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

 

 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for all 

who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 

For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; mountains, 

clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our 

stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security guards, 

attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they witness to mercy 

and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 

For all who suffer this day especially, Deanna, Kevin, Troy, Dell, and those we name before 

you now silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips… that Christ our healer transform 

sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and 

suffering into peace, let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 

For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot be 

with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around 

and among us, let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 
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For all who have contracted Covid-19; for health workers; for the prompt distribution of 

vaccines; and for all who today will die from the virus.  We pray for a halt to the pandemic, let 

us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly, that their lives of 

service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

 Amen. 

The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

Anthem:  Transfigure Us, O Lord      Bob Hurd 

            

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 

keep you in peace. 

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Alleluia, Song of Gladness   Hymn # 318 

 

1 Alleluia, song of gladness,  

 voice of joy that cannot die; 

 alleluia is the anthem  

 ever dear to choirs on high; 

 in the house of God abiding  

 thus they sing eternally. 

 

2 Alleluia you are sounding,  

 true Jerusalem and free; 

 alleluia, joyful mother,  

 bring us to your jubilee; 

 here by Babylon's sad waters 

 mourning exiles still are we. 

 

3 Alleluia cannot always  

 be our song while here below; 

 alleluia our transgressions  

 make us for a while forgo; 

 for the solemn time is coming  

 when our tears for sin shall flow. 

 

4 In our hymns we pray with longing:  

 Grant us, blessed Trinity, 

 at the last to keep glad Easter  

 with the faithful saints on high; 

 there to you forever singing  

 alleluia joyfully. 

Text: Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.  Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800–1880.  

Public Domain. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  

 Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE:  Praise, My Soul     Richard Wienhorst  

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2021 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastor:   Cheryl Walenta Gorvie 

  Assisting Minister:  Steve Doss 

  Organist:   Johanna Erdman 

  Hymns and Anthem: Dawn Schuessler and Dr. Aria Thomé   

      

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Ministers:  Pastor Cheryl Walenta Gorvie pastor@gethsemanestl.org (903) 918-3992(c) 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(c) 

Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857(c) 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(c) 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(c) 

Council President: Michael Elliott  opusmbe@gmail.com  (314) 941-5219(c) 
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ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of KT’s 21st birthday! 

 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

February 14 - 21, 2021 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service -Streaming live on YouTube  

Confirmation Class 

   

2/15 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal  

Choir Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

   

2/16 Tuesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

   

2/17 Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday 

  7:30 am  –  8:30 am 

11:30 am – 12:30 am 

 4:30 pm  –  5:30 pm 

 7:00 pm 

Ashes On the Go – Before Work 

Ashes On the Go – During Lunch 

Ashes On the Go – After Work 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service - Streaming 

live on YouTube 

   

2/14 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

11:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Worship Service/Pastor Cheryl’s Installation -

Streaming live on YouTube  

Confirmation Class 

Drive Thru – Food Drop/ Meet & Greet with 

Pastor Cheryl and Bishop Susan Candea 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Deanna Brooker – as she deals with COVID related pneumonia 

Kevin Kopplin – who had to be hospitalized 

Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 

Dell Roth – strength and support  

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My brother-in-law Larry McGee who had a mild heart attack and 

has pneumonia 

Natalie Fontana 

Marianne (strength) and Quentin (strength, healing) Barb Johnson 

My father, Phillip Olson (strength, energy, healing) Maryn Olson 

Stacie, Diane, and Dorit (strength, healing) Dawn Schuessler 

Aria’s mom, Margaret Thomé who is currently in the hospital Dr. Thomé 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Ashes On the Go:  Stop by the church on your way to or from work, or on your lunch break, 

for the imposition of ashes.  Participants must remain in their cars and wear a mask.  See 

Calendar above for specific times. 

 

We are very excited to announce Pastor Cheryl Walenta Gorvie’s Installation Service next 

Sunday, February 21st, at 9:30am.  Bishop Susan Candea will preside.  The service will be 

streamed live on YouTube and a Zoom link will be made available closer to the date of the 

event.  Both Pastor Cheryl and Bishop Candea will be available for a Meet and Greet during the 

Drive Thru – Food Drop at 11:30am that morning. 

 

Third Sundays: Nest Sunday is our first “Drive Thru - Food Drop” pf 2021.  The Big Ask for 

February is laundry soap and dish soap. An Amazon wish list has been created for your 

convenience. If you order through Amazon the items can be delivered directly to the church.  In 

addition to collecting egg cartons and grocery shopping bags, we are now collecting clean 

plastic water/juice/soda bottles. The bottles are used to divide up the laundry and dish soap.  

Please rinse and remove any labels from the bottles. 

 

Do You Want to Participate in Worship at the Church?  We are currently looking for 

Lectors, Assisting Ministers, and singers.  Lectors and Assisting Ministers sit on the main floor 

and lead from the lectern – one person can handle both responsibilities if they are comfortable 

with the request.  A worship binder with specific instructions for the service is provided.  

Singers wishing to help on Sundays do not need to attend group choir rehearsal and remain in 

one of the two choir cages throughout the service.  You will be provided with any needed music 

and rehearse the morning of the service. 

 

Sunday Funnies: 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org. 

 

 
 


