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Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in 
worship and mission. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE:  Bell Choir – A Mighty Fortress    Martin Luther, 
     arr.    
              
WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 
 
OPENING HYMN: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  Hymn # 645 
 
1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
 Christ, our head and cornerstone, 
 chosen of the Lord and precious, 
 binding all the church in one; 
 holy Zion's help forever 
 and our confidence alone. 
 
2 To this temple, where we call you, 
 come, O Lord of hosts, and stay; 
 come, with all your lovingkindness, 
 hear your people as they pray; 
 and your fullest benediction 
 shed within these walls today. 
 

3 Here bestow on all your servants 
 what they seek from you to gain; 
 what they gain from you, forever 
 with the blessed to retain; 
 and hereafter in your glory 
 evermore with you to reign. 
 
4 Praise and honor to the Father, 
 praise and honor to the Son, 
 praise and honor to the Spirit, 
 ever three and ever one: 
 one in might and one in glory 
 while unending ages run!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.  Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; 
arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868.  Public Domain. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
KYRIE (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
GLORY TO GOD (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 
to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 
needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive 
iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

  31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 
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The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation 
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. 
He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and 
that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 
by the law. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir on Behalf of the Congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 8th chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 
truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON – No Longer 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: A Mighty Fortress    Hymn # 504 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his 
 might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship.  Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther.  Text © 1978 Lutheran 
Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 
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CONFIRMATION FAITH STATEMENTS 
 
 Austin Travis Brendel 
 Samantha Ann Yemm 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM       
 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the 
body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism.  
 
I present Austin and Samantha, who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother, whom you have made your 
own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith.  Uphold your 
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought 
to new birth.  We ask this in the name of Christ. 
 Amen. 
 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.   
 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 Confirmands: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
 Confirmands: I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 Confirmands: I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
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You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 
made with you in holy baptism:  to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God 
and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and 
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in 
all the earth? 
 Confirmands: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their 
life in Christ? 
 We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Austin the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his 
faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him 
to everlasting life. 
 
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Samantha the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her 
faith, guide her life, empower her in her serving, give her patience in suffering, and bring her to 
everlasting life. 
 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and praise 
to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Bless our Confirmands Samantha and Austin as they participate more fully in the Body of 
Christ.  Lord in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, 
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify 
it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 



- 9 - 
 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a 
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural 
disasters of any kind Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all 
from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to 
those who are ill especially Ruth, David, Liam, and those we name before you before you now 
either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips…   Join their voices in a new song, assuring 
them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
In this family of faith, we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their 
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the 
hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors 
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the 
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
Anthem:  Sing to the Lord           
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life.  
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: How Firm a Foundation    Hymn # 796 
 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
 
3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 
 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 
 
4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 
 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.  Music: FOUNDATION, Early American.  Public Domain. 
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DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE: Carillon Sortie     Henri Mulet      
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 
Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Elizabeth and John Backus 
  Organist:  Dr. Steven Ball 
  Hymns:  Angie Fulton, Maryn Olson, Dawn Schuessler, Dr. Aria Thome, 
     Leslie Wobbe 
  Special Music:  Gethsemane Bell Choir, Michael Elliott (Trombone),  
     Mike Schmidt (Trumpet), Megan Yemm (Trumpet) 
  Anthem:  Angie Fulton and Maryn Olson  
  Lector:  Chris Schmidt 

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442© 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600© 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thome gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369© 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857© 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161© 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978© 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197© 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

October 18 - 25, 2020 
Today 
Reformation 
And Rite of 
Confirmation 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 
11:00 am 
  3:00 pm 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook) 
Confirmation Class 
Virtual Fellowship 
Carillon Concert at Concordia Seminary with 
Dr. Ball

   
10/26 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:00 pm 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Choir Rehearsal

   
10/28 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
10/31 Saturday  Daylight Saving Time Ends, Fall Back 1 Hour 
   
11/1 Sunday 
All Saints Day 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation Class

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 
Today’s flowers were given by Vi Aronsson in memory of 

her loving husband Gus. 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Ruth Johnson as she recovers from a recent stroke.  
David Rikli as he continues his wait for a new kidney. 
Liam Rikli as he and his family deal with medical issues.  
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
Madison as she prepares for and recovers from surgery Deanna Brooker 
Strength and comfort for Rich LoRusso  The Doss Family 
The family and friends of Lloyd Pooker  Vicki Herrmann 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Congratulations to our two new confirmands Sammi Yemm and Austin Brendel as they 
affirm the faith in which they were baptized. 
 
Carillon Concert at Concordia Seminary Today: Celebrate Reformation Sunday with 
Gethsemane’s organist, Dr. Steven Ball, at 3pm on this afternoon at the Concordia Seminary 
(801 Seminary Place, 63105).  Bring your chairs or blankets, beverages, snacks and masks for 
an afternoon of incredible and unique music.  All recitals are free and open to the public. Guests 
are invited to enjoy the music from the Main Quadrangle or on the Seminary grounds near the 
Luther Statue.  
 
Virtual Fellowship Today at 11am.  We hope you can join us via Zoom or simply call in.  
Additional information can be found on our website – gethsemanestl.org.   
 
End of Daylight Saving Time: Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour this Saturday, 
October 31st, before you go to bed.  We would hate to miss you next Sunday.  
 
"Genesis: Outside the Box!" Bible Study with Pastor John continues this Wednesday, 
October 28th.  The Zoom link information to join the study is available on our website, along 
with a link to the recording of week 2. 
 
We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 1st this year.  In addition to marking the 
baptisms and the deaths of our members, you will be invited to light a candle in memory of 
someone and place it on a table at the front of the sanctuary.  Everyone is welcome to 
participate as we remember our loved ones who have died.   
 
All Saints Program by the National Lutheran Choir.  Tune in NLC's All Saints Virtual 
Program offering music of remembrance, perseverance and hope for all who have 
experienced loss in this difficult year. Go to NLCA.com next Sunday, November 1st at 4pm to 
listen.   
 
October Big Ask Continues:  We will continue to collect socks through the end of the month. 
We have also been asked to collect 400 cans of Yams for Isaiah 58’s Food Pantry.  This will be 
used to supplement their Thanksgiving dinners in November.  Our next Drive In – Food Drop is 
November 22nd.  You can also Buy-A Bird by participating in Isaiah 58’s 27th annual even 
where you can be a superhero this holiday season.  See our website for more information. 
 
2021 Stewardship Campaign – Get Your Mission On:  This week, we learn how Betsy 
Bartholomew gets her mission “mask” on.  Speaking of masks, did you see the awesome mask 
Keith Paulson was wearing on last week’s bulletin cover?  You can pick up your own 
Gethsemane “Get Your Mission On..” mask by returning your pledge card to the church office 
or stopping by the Drive Thru – Pledge Drop on November 22nd.   
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Light Up the Sanctuary: Our contract has been signed and the supplies have been ordered.  
Work on the new lighting system for the sanctuary is scheduled to start tomorrow, Monday, 
October 26th.  Please take a moment to consider your pledge to help cover the cost of the new 
lights.    
 
Choir Rehearsals Scheduled: Bell Choir and Choir rehearsal continue every Monday, with 
Bells at 6pm followed by choir at 7pm.  Masks must be worn at all times when in the building.  
Instructions for social distancing will be provided.  
 
Kid’s Stuff Outdoor Rummage Sale: Saturday, November 7th from 9am – 2pm.  Volunteers 
are needed to set-up, help with sales, and clean-up after the sale.  Item for sale may be dropped 
off no later than October 30th.  If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please see 
Vicki Herrmann or Deb Schaller. 
 
A Prayer as I Put on my Mask: By Moderator Richard Bott 
 Creator, as I prepare to go into the world, help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of 
this cloth -let it be "an outward sign of an inward grace" -a tangible and visible way of living 
love for my neighbors, as I love myself. 
 Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart, that people would see my smile 
in the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly, not 
only with my words, but with my actions. 
 Holy Spirit, As the elastic touches my ears, remind me to listen carefully -and full of care 
- to all those I meet. May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner, and each breath that it 
holds, be filled with your love. In your Name and in that love, I pray. 
 May it be so. May it be so. 
 
Sunday Funnies: 
Inherit the Mirth “Where faith meets funny” by Cuyler Black. 
 

 



- 15 - 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows 
no boundaries and we invite all people to full participation in the life of 
the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender 
identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith 
journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or 
partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual 
orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal 
record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or 
homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by 
God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of 
God’s creation, we pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive 
to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to 
the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and welcoming 
community of faith. 


