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With One Voice, Setting 4:  Light of Christ 

 

John calls people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing 

gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical 

call: the assurance of forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one 

will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices 

fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in worship, in order to 

say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace. 
 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam      Johann Sebastian Bach 

(Christ Our Lord to Jordan Came) from the 18 Chorales BWV 684 

       

WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                         
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the 

shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us come before the living God in confession. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 

 we open our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep 

inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the radiant love 

of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

P Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 

mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 

river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.  Go forth 

boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is 

already here, ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OPENING HYMN: On Jordan's Stormy Bank I Stand   Hymn # 437 

 
1 On Jordan's stormy bank I stand, 

 and cast a wishful eye 

 to Canaan's fair and happy land, 

 where my possessions lie. 

 

Refrain 

 I am bound for the promised land, 

 I am bound for the promised land; 

 oh, who will come and go with me? 

 I am bound for the promised land. 

 

2 All o'er those wide extended plains 

 shines one eternal day; 

 there God the Son forever reigns 

 and scatters night away.  Refrain 

 

3 No chilling winds or pois'nous breath 

 can reach that healthful shore; 

 sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 

 are felt and feared no more.  Refrain 

 

4 When shall I reach that happy place 

 and be forever blest? 

 When shall I see my Savior's face 

 and in God's bosom rest?  Refrain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

 And also, with you. 

 

KYRIE (Response sung by choir on behalf of the congregation)  

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

Text: Samuel Stennett, 1727-1795.  Music: PROMISED 

LAND, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; adapt. 

Rigdon M. McIntosch, 1836-1899.  Public Domain. 
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 

strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                         
 

As the first candle is lit, the following is sung by the choir on behalf of the congregation:  

  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah    Hymn # 240 

 

 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 
 

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954.  Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune.  Text: © 1984 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  

Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon 

is over. God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This 

word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.  

 
1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her  

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s 

hand double for all her sins. 

 
3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God.  4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  5Then the glory of 

the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken.” 
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6A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, their constancy 

is like the flower of the field.  7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 

the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.  8The grass withers, the flower fades; but 

the word of our God will stand forever.  9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 

tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not 

fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”  10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,   

and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  11He will 

feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 

bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
 

Righteousness shall prepare a pathway for God. (Ps. 85:13) 

 

  1You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD; 

  you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob. 

 2You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people 

  and blotted out | all their sins. 

 8I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land.  

 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway.  

 

SECOND READING:   2 Peter 3:8-15a 

 

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially 

concerns that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to 

anticipate the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God. 

 
8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 

slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But 

the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
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noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on 

it will be disclosed.  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 

ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and 

the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 

heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  14Therefore, beloved, while you are 

waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand 

regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   

 

Choir on behalf of the congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 

 

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.  

 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 

me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – It’s who we are!  It’s what we do! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Comfort, Comfort Now My People  Hymn # 256 

 

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

 tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim 

 that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; 

 God will reign in peace forever. 

 

2 For the herald's voice is crying 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to true repentance, 

 since the reign of God is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 

 Now prepare for God a way. 

 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

 hills, bow down in humble favor. 

 

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

 and the rougher places plain. 

 Let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits God's holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now on earth is shed abroad, 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that God's word is never broken. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 

Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. 

 

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine 

Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.  Music: FREU DICH 

SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 

1551.  Public Domain. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS 

 

 God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us 

in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of 

creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage 

and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. Hear us, O God.

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination, 

judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort.  Lead us toward a world where 

faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God.

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between 

your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany 

disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great 

diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 

congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 

companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and 

gather all people in your healing embrace. Today we pray especially for the family of Rich and 

Austin, Norm, Troy, Conrad, Susan, and those we name before you now either silently in our 

hearts or spoken from our lips…   Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and 

taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for all. Hear us, 

O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
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Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC:            

   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  

 Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN: Fling Wide the Door    Hymn # 259 

 

1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 

 the King of glory comes in state; 

 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 

 the Savior of the world who brings 

 his great salvation to the earth. 

 So raise a shout of holy mirth 

 and praise our God and Lord, 

 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
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2 He is the rock of our belief, 

 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 

 His kingly crown is holiness; 

 his scepter is his loveliness; 

 he brings our sorrows to an end. 

 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 

 and worship him with song 

 for saving us from wrong. 

 

3 Oh, happy towns and blessed lands 

 that live by their true king's commands. 

 And blessed be the hearts he rules, 

 the humble places where he dwells. 

 He is the rightful Son of bliss 

 who fills our lives and makes us his, 

 creator of the world, 

 our only strength for good. 

 

4 Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ; 

 our hearts are open wide in trust. 

 Oh, show us now your lovely grace, 

 upon our sorrows shine your face, 

 and let your Holy Spirit guide 

 our journey in your grace so wide. 

 We praise your holy name, 

 from age to age the same! 
 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943.   Music: MACHT HOCH DIE TUR, J.A. Freylinghausen, Geistreiches 

Gesangbuch, 1704.  Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

DISMISSAL: 

  

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Wait for the Lord      Taizé Community 

            

 Wait for the Lord,  

 whose day is near. 

 Wait for the Lord, 

 be strong, take heart! 
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Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Elizabeth and John Backus 

  Organist:  Dr. Stephen Ball 

  Hymns:  Dawn Schuessler and Leslie Wobbe    

  Anthem:  Maeta and Matthew Christian 

    

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442© 

    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600© 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369© 

Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857© 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161© 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978© 

Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197© 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Austin and Rich Brendel – upon the death of Rich’s father 

Norm Hopfer – during his second cataract surgery 

Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 

Conrad Otto – as he prepares for and recovers from back surgery on Monday 

Susan Otto – as she recovers from shoulder replacement surgery 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

The family of Mary Lou Koons Deanna Brooker 

My friend Miguel and her father in the hospital Angie Fulton 

Sue’s brother and sister-in-law (Dick and Kathy Crowe) as they 

cope with COVID diagnosis. 

Hackmann Family 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by Steve and Judith Doss. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

December 6-13, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:00 am – 12:30 pm 

 

10:30 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 

YouTube and Facebook 

Adopt-a-Family Gift Drop Off and December 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Confirmation  

   

12/7 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Choir Rehearsal 

   

12/8 Tuesday   7:00 pm Council Meeting 

   

12/8 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

   

12/13 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 

YouTube and Facebook 

Confirmation  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Pastoral Call Update:  We would like to thank everyone who was able to participate in the 

Congregational Zoom Meeting last Sunday.  We had about 80 contacts representing over 90 

voting members.  We are excited to announce that both resolutions passed and that we have 

issued a call to the Pastoral Candidate.  As soon as she shares the information with her current 

congregation, we will share additional information about Gethsemane’s next permanent Pastor. 

 

Adopt-A-Family, Blanket, and Gift Card Drive: Immediately following today’s service, we 

will be collecting the blankets, gift cards, and wrapped items purchased for the adopted family 

members.  We are happy to announce that all 35 family members were adopted.  Maryn and 

Angie would like to thank everyone helped make Christmas a little brighter for the families at 

St. Anthony’s and Isaiah 58. 
 

Blood Drive: The Red Cross will be at Gethsemane once again on December 15th from 2-6pm. 

Walk-ins are welcome but it is encouraged that you register online to ensure social distancing 

and to save 15 minutes at check in time. Register through Gethsemane’s website. All blood will 

be tested for Covid-19 antibodies. 
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Poinsettia Plant Sponsors Needed. Orders can be placed using the form included in this 

bulletin, the form attached to your e-newsletter, the online form on our website, or by 

contacting the church office.  Plants will be available to pick up after the December 20th 

worship service so you can enjoy them for Christmas.    

  

Light Up the Sanctuary: Work on the new lighting system is complete but our drive to pay for 

the work still needs your support.  We have pledges for about $40,000 of the needed $60,000.  

Remember, a pledge of $1000 is only about $42/month, or $10.50 a week over the next two 

years.  Contact the church office to make your pledge.  Thank you for your support. 

 

The Mitten Tree is Up!  Bring in your mittens, gloves, and hats to hang on the tree.  Items will 

be collected through the end of January and divided between the families at Isaiah 58 and St. 

Anthony’s.  Your donation can be dropped off during office hours or as part of the scheduled 

Drive Thru - Food Drops this Sunday and January, 17th. 

 

 

 
Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  

Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite all people 

to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to ourselves 

and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to the 

world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and welcoming community of faith. 
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Christmas Poinsettias 
  

Cost Per Plant -- $10.00 

Payment must accompany order form. 
 

 

 

Please include my name in the Christmas Eve bulletins for the  

following: (complete all appropriate spaces) 
  

  

  

_______ Number of Poinsettia 

  

  

_______ In place of flowers, I /we would like to make a 

                    donation to the following mission project: 

 

  Project Peanut Butter       Isaiah 58 / St. Anthony’s 

  

  Other:  ______________________________________  

           

$______ Total amount enclosed. Envelope No._______

  

  

Name: _________________________________________ 

  

  

Dedication:   ___________________________________ 

  

_______________________________________________ 

  

_______________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________(continue on back) 

  

Orders due to the church office by Mon. December 14. 

 
Thank You! 

Plants are the responsibility of the person who purchased them and must be picked 

up between December 20 and January 3rd, 2021 
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It’s starting to look like Christmas at Gethsemane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  

 

 
 

Handmade stars are 

hung over the altar 

while the Christmas 

tree displays our 

collection of 

Chrismons. 

Special thanks to Jane O’Neill for the stars, to 

Angie Fulton and Maryn Olson, for 

decorating the altar and putting up the advent 

wreath, and to Ken Bauer and Don Thuss for 

constructing and decorating the tree.  


