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Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are 
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of 
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the 
law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace 
and reconciliation. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Prelude on Kirken Den er et Gammelt Hus        Theodore Hoelty-Nickel 

             
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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OPENING HYMN: Built on a Rock      Hymn # 652 
 
1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 
2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 
 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 
3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 
 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
 granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 
 blessings upon them bestowing. 
 

4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
 Jesus the children is blessing; 
 hither we come to praise his name, 
 faith in our Savior confessing. 
 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
 making with us his covenant, 
 granting his children, the kingdom. 
 
5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
 grant that, when church bells are 
 ringing, 
 many may come to hear your Word, 
 who here this promise is bringing: 
 "I know my own, my own know me; 
 you, not the world, my face shall see; 
 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.  © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress.  Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lndeman, 1812-1887.  Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  
Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 
 
 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
 Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
 we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
 Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
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 Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
 Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
 on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
 Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
 Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
 Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
 Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
 For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning 
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
 

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, 
you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn 
the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 
  10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and 
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to 
them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 
 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 
future God has in store for us. 
 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; 
You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this 
word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 
 
  11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let 
us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir Only:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 
 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 
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you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: In All Our Grief     Hymn # 615 
 
1 In all our grief and fear we turn to you. 
 O God, you know all that we think or do, 
 you know the pain we put each other through. 
  
Refrain 
Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,  
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
2 Help us to put aside the angry word, 
 the clenching fist, the wish and will to hurt. 
 Teach us the way in which love best is served.  Refrain 
  
3 You did not even spare your only Son. 
 He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, 
 but through his cross, redemption has been won.  Refrain 
 
4 God, when we suffer all that we can bear, 
 then let us know that you in truth are near 
 and will not leave us lost in all our fear.  Refrain
 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993.  Text © 1991 GIA Publications Inc.  Music: FREDERICKTOWN, Charles R. Anders, b. 1929.  
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress..  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
  
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the 
work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our 
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution especially 
the areas in California dealing with fires and Louisiana and other coastal states dealing with 
hurricanes. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
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Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, 
judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit.  Today we pray especially for Dave, Joan, and those 
we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  Lord, in your 
mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure 
fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us 
with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life.  
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee   Hymn # 836 
 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922.  Music: HYMN TO JOY , Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adpt.  Public Domain.   
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE: Fanfare    Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens  
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastor:  Rev. Marilyn McGuire 
  Organist:  Dr. Steven Ball 
  Hymns:  TBD 
  Special Music:  TBD 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Joan Williams and Jack and Lois Wind in memory of their 
loving mother Norma Schenck. 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 
September 6 - 13, 2020 

 
Today 
 

  9:30 am 
 
 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

   
9/7 Monday  

7:00 pm 
Labor Day – Office Closed 
Zoom Musician Meet and Greet 

   
9/8 Tuesday 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 
   
9/9 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
9/13 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

 
CHURCH STAFF 

 
Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442(C) 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600(C) 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thome gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(C) 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857(C) 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(C) 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(C) 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197(C) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Dave Hackmann for strength, healing, and comfort  
Joan Williams during her surgery this week and healing after 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
The Chapman family as Matt deals with terminal cancer diagnosis Elliott Family 
Kate’s mother Betty Hecht (healing) Hartz Family 
Gretchen’s mother Lyn (comfort, healing, strength) Jenson Family 
Rodney’s partner Troy during his cancer treatments (strength, 
comfort) 

Rodney Jones 

Maryn’s father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
 
Congratulations to Emily and Dan Szyman upon the birth of Josette Frances Szyman on 
Friday, August 21st.  “Josie” and family; including big brother Henry and big sister Claire, are 
all happy and healthy. 
 
Musician Meet and Greet: Are you a musician, choir or bell choir member?  Would you like 
to become a member or just want to see what our new choir director, Dr. Aria Thome, and new 
organist, Dr. Steven Ball, are really like?  Please plan to join us on Zoom, this Monday, 
September 7th, at 7pm.  The link for this meeting was included in the Friday e-news, Sept. 4th. 
 
Sunday School Update: Because of COVID-19 and the restrictions in place, we will not be 
able to have in person Sunday school for the foreseeable future.  Gethsemane staff have made 
the decision to not attempt to do an online version of regular Sunday school as many of the kids 
are already doing regular school online and we do not want to add more online time to their 
schedules.  (The one exception is confirmation class with Pastor John – more info to 
come.)   Starting with this e-news, we will be attaching the appropriate Sunday’s student 
bulletin for your family’s use.  Bulletins are available for both readers and nonreaders and 
follow along with the assigned readings for each Sunday. We will continue to look to science 
and follow the advice of our reopening team to tell us when it is safe to bring our youngest back 
to the building.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday at 
Gethsemane a huge success! See Gethsemane’s website or September’s Messenger for full 
details and pictures of the day, but to sum up; over twenty households or individuals 
participated and collectively we assembled, 20 baby care kits for Lutheran World Relief, 60 
care packages for teachers and staff at Buder, donated 929 items that have already been 
distributed to Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s, including 10 suitcases, 42 boxes of cereal, and 171 
razers!  
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission  
through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 
 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite 
all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to 
ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in 
our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and welcoming community of 
faith. 

 


