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ELW Holy Communion Setting Four 

 

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that 

he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received 

the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit 

together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. 

With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:   

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The congregation may stand as comfortable. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy.    

 Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 

 

P: God, our provider, 

 help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 

they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 

understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and your 

ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words of eternal 

life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 

 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  

 Amen. 

 

 

OPENING HYMN:  Lead Me, Guide Me     Hymn # 768 
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GREETING: 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  Holy God, We Praise Thy Name   Page 414 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

AM: All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. 

Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 

THE FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 
 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither takes 

responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. The curse on 

the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who associated Eve’s 

“offspring” with Christ. 

 
8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God 

among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where 

are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave 

to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 

ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

 “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.  15I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,   

and you will strike his heel.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 (Please sing responsively) 

 

Wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love. (Ps. 130:7) 

 

 1Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared.   

 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins.  

     

THE SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 
 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has prepared 

for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know that as God 

raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 

 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and 

so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the 

Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, 

everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 

being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what 

cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation may stand as comfortable. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:        Page 151 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 3rd chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 

 

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is demon-

possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by the Holy Spirit, 

siblings of Christ. 

 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could 

not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, 

“He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has 

Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, 

and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against 

itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not 

be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but 

his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without 

first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they 

utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty 

of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 

him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers 

and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my 

brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 

brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  For the Beauty of the Earth   Hymn # 879 

 

The congregation may stand as comfortable. 

 

THE CREED   

 

P: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the gospel, 

that we may work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. Lord, in your mercy, 

 receive our prayer. 

 

God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and 

diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with reverence, 

seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

 receive our prayer.  
 

God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean spirits of 

greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common good. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

 receive our prayer. 
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God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage those who 

have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

 receive our prayer. 

 

God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things eternal, 

that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people. Lord, in 

your mercy,  

 receive our prayer. 

 

Today we pray especially for the Hopfer family, Kevin, Troy, Jack, Kathy, Maryn, Angie, Dell, 

Mary, and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips…  

Lord, in your mercy, 

 receive our prayer. 

 

God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time and place. 

We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy, especially Virgie. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  

 Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another from their assigned spaces in the name 

of the Lord.  Please do not move around the sanctuary at this time. 

Peace be with you. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

MEAL       
 

THE OFFERING: 

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be placed in the offering plate 

located in the hall next to the family mailboxes or mailed to the church.  You may also visit our 

website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically.  For those worshiping at home, this is a 

good time to gather together elements for Holy Communion.  
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MUSICAL OFFERING:  Psalm 130                       Kevin J. Sadowski 

 

The congregation may stand as comfortable. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 

to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.   

 Amen. 

 

P: In this celebration of Holy Communion, Christ is truly present and gathers us together in 

one body, thru the mystery of the Holy Spirit.  The chalice and basket here, dearly loved 

instruments of serving the sacrament, sit empty as a sign of our unity, for those partaking 

Christ’s body and blood in their homes, as well as for us gathered here, using these small 

prepackaged cups of wine and a wafer.  Jesus promises to be with us and we trust his promise.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING      Page 152 

 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.  You reveal your glory as the glory 

of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, 

one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy         Page153 

   
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

(All who seek the Lord are welcome to receive the gift of God’s grace.  Those participating in 

in-person worship will find their Communion supplies in the Narthex outside of the sanctuary.) 

 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 
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P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

Lamb of God          Page 154 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 Amen 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  

 God of the Sparrow (Verses 1&2)     Hymn # 740 

 

The congregation may stand as comfortable. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

AM: Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could 

ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 

own life.  In your name we pray. 

 Amen. 
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SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 

and forever. 

 Amen 

 

SENDING SONG: I’m So Glad Jesus Came    Hymn # 860 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ! 

 Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 

 

Please refrain from stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2021 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

 

  Pastor:   Cheryl Walenta Gorvie 

  Assisting Minister:  Rodney Jones 

  Organist:   Ella Rothgangel    

  Choir:    Olivia Rhodes and Aria Thomé 

   

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Minister:  Pastor Cheryl Walenta Gorvie pastor@gethsemanestl.org (903) 918-3992(c) 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(c) 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(c) 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(c) 

Council President: Michael Elliott  opusmbe@gmail.com  (314) 941-5219(c) 

 

Today’s flowers were given by Pastor Cheryl and Alfred 

in honor of their 10th wedding anniversary. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

June 6 - 13, 2021 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

Worship Service: In-Person and Streaming live 

on YouTube  

Outdoor Fellowship  

   

6/9 Wednesday 10:30 am   

  7:00 pm 

Staff Meeting 

Zoom Bible Study: Caring for Creation 

   

6/13 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

Worship Service: In-Person and Streaming live 

on YouTube  

Outdoor Fellowship with Youth Sing-Along 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   

Family and Friends of Norm Hopfer – upon the death of Virgie Hopfer 

Jack Jaworski & Kathy Lee – continued health and strength 

Kevin Kopplin – continued health and strength 

Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 

Maryn Olson & Angie Fulton- support and comfort  

Dell Roth & her mother Mary Roth – strength and healing  

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My sister, Katrina (strength, peace) Denise Buehrer 

Gretchen’s mom, Lyn Schmidt (understanding, support) Jenson Family 

My cousins Beverly and Linda Moe Family 

Our family, especially, Maryn’s dad, Phillip Olson (who is now 

receiving hospice care), Maryn’s mom, Pastor Ginny Olson (who 

was recently diagnosed with breast cancer), John Shyrock (faith, 

strength as he faces cancer treatment) 

Maryn Olson and 

Angie Fulton 

Stacie, Diane, and Dorit (strength, healing) Dawn Schuessler 

My brother Mike Walsh (comfort, healing) Schmidt Family 

My uncle, Bob, who is having major health issues with his heart 

and vascular circulation 
Deb Siewing 

Aria’s mom, Margaret, and dad, Alan, who are receiving care at 

home 
Dr. Thomé 

Mike and Liz (strength, healing) Yemm Family 

Art, Jim, Lorraine and Shirley Young/Kleine Family 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Attendance Cards: Please remember to complete the green attendance form located in your 

pew and place it in the offering plate located in the hall. This is the easiest way to let us know 

you attended this morning and guarantee you get your favorite donut during fellowship next 

week. Taking a vacation? Just let us know when we can expect you back and we will have your 

donut waiting on your return. 

 

Zoom Bible Study:  Please plan to join us this Wednesday, June 9th, for an online discussion 

about the ELCA Social Statements. The month, the focus will be Caring for Creation.  

Discussions will start at 7pm on Zoom. Go to the church website or see the Friday e-news for a 

link.  This study will be recorded and made available to those who contact the church office. 

 

Gethsemane Rummage Sale:  Saturday, July 31.  Due to the large volume of donated items, 

the last date to drop off donations has been moved up to June 13th.  We need volunteers weekly 

to help price and sort items.  Volunteers will be needed Saturday, July 24th to move items from 

the Sunday school classrooms to the fellowship hall, and on July 30th and 31st to help with the 

sale.  All volunteers and those who donate items for the sale may attend the pre-sale on July 

30th.  Please contact the church for more information. 

 

Fellowship = Friends + Coffee + Donuts:  Everyone is welcome. We are excited to offer 

outdoor fellowship with coffee and individually wrapped donuts immediately following this 

service. You are invited to join us in the church parking lot for a time to reconnect and make 

new friends.   

 

Summer Music: The bell choir and vocal choir will be having summer rehearsals over the 

summer! Bells at 6:00 pm and vocal choir at 7:00 pm on the second and fourth Monday of the 

month. All these rehearsals will be open rehearsals, meaning those who are not in choir can 

come and participate and try it on! No experience necessary. You will be mentored along the 

way! See you there! Bell rehearsal will be in the old chapel and vocal choir will be in the 

fellowship hall.  Masks must be worn and vocal choir members must be vaccinated to 

participate. 

 

We are excited to announce that Gethsemane will be participating in Make 

Music Day, St. Louis, on June 21st.  Unfortunately, everything will be online 

again this year.  If you have an instrument to play or a song to sing, you may 

record yourself and send to: office@gethsemanestl.org. to be added to 

Gethsemane’s “compilation.” If you need to use the sanctuary to record, or 

need help with the recording, please contact the office to schedule a time. The deadline to 

submit is June 17.  
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Wiggle Bag Ministry:  The office is looking for help with Gethsemane’s Wiggle Bag Ministry.  

What is a Wiggle Bag?  These are the brightly colored bags filled with “quiet toys” for use by 

families with small children during worship services.  The good news is that the bags are being 

used.  The bad news is that we can’t keep up with the needed maintenance to keep them clean 

and fun.  Please contact the office if you can help.  About 1 hour of time per week commitment.  
  

Family VBS in the Park: Gethsemane will host a modified Vacation Bible School in July: 

Wednesday, July 14, 6-8pm AND Saturday, July 17, 9am-12pm. VBS will be all outdoors and 

the entire family is encouraged to attend either date or both dates. The cost is free and the link 

to register will be on Gethsemane’s website soon! If your child has participated in the past, you 

will receive an email invite. Volunteers are also needed! 

 The Big Ask: For June we are collecting shampoo, conditioner and bars of soap for our 

mission partners: Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s.  You can purchase items online and have them 

sent directly to Gethsemane using the link on the church website.  Non-perishable food items 

such as canned soup and vegetables, cereal, pasta, peanut butter, and jelly are always  

welcome.  Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  

 

 

Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission 

through Pastoral Center.  
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Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no 
boundaries and we invite all people to full participation in the life of the 
congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith 
journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or 
partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual 
orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal 
record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s 
creation, we pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a 
reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to the world.  We are 
committed to being a radically loving and welcoming community of faith. 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

 

 


