
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26th, 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 



- 1 - 
 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 
catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us 
first! 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE:  Christians, We Have Met to Worship    William Moore, 

    arr. Mark Hayes 
                  
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Rise Up, O Saints of God!    Hymn # 669 
 
1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 
 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth's frame; 
 as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
 the word of hope proclaim. 
 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 The kingdom's task embrace; 
 redress sin's cruel consequence; 
 give justice larger place. 
 

4 Give heed, O saints of God! 
 Creation cries in pain; 
 stretch forth your hand of healing now, 
 with love the weak sustain. 
 
5 Commit your hearts to seek 
 the paths which Christ has trod; 
 and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r, 
 rise up, O saints of God! 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893.  Public Domain.  Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936. © Norman O. Forness, 
admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 
 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into 
your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure 
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him 
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made 
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 
for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 
word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and 
no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 
 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows 
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what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 
whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the 
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the 
implications of this announcement for people’s lives. 
 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
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  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON – Sighs too Deep for Words 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Be Thou My Vision     Hymn # 793 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 
 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931.  Music: SLANE, Irish traditional.  Public 
Domain.   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking 
bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you 
encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and 
awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we 
live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the 
welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other 
and walk in the way of peace.  Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
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Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help 
us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to 
those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick.  We pray for good health and favorable test 
results for those who have Coronavirus symptoms.  Today we pray especially for Denise, 
David, Conrad and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from 
our lips. . .  Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask 
boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place 
and time. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times 
and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light. Lord, 
in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Variations on the Tune Slane  Traditional Irish Melody 
        arr. Rowan Elliott 
GOD SIGHTINGS 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory   Hymn # 705 
 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 
 on your people pour your pow'r; 
 crown your ancient church's story; 
 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the facing of this hour, 
 for the facing of this hour. 
 
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
 From the fears that long have bound us 
 free our hearts to faith and praise. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the living of these days, 
 for the living of these days, 
 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 
 bend our pride to your control; 
 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 rich in things and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
4 Save us from weak resignation 
 to the evils we deplore; 
 let the gift of your salvation 
 be our glory evermore. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 serving you whom we adore, 
 serving you whom we adore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969.  Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932.  Public Domain.   
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE: Festal Song     William H. Walter, 
     arr. Ronald A. Nelson 
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 
  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 
  Special Music:  Rowan Elliott  
 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Bill and Mary Scanlan in honor of  
their 65th Wedding Anniversary. 

 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 26 – August 2, 2020 
 

Today 
 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

   
7/29 Wednesday 10:30 am 

  7:00 pm 
Staff Meeting 
Zoom Bible Study - Revelation 
Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 
7/26

   
8/2 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Denise Cutelli as she recovers from surgery  
David Hackmann for healing 
Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
The Chapman family as Matt deals with terminal cancer diagnosis Elliott Family 
Gretchen’s mother Lyn (comfort, healing, strength) Jenson Family 
Troy awaiting test results Rodney Jones 
My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
Sister Marie from St. Anthony’s as she recovers from surgery Gethsemane Members 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 
sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 
the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 
played in their entirety, but those present will not sing.  We request that those at home sing 
loudly on our behalf.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back 
of the sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in 
the main hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our 
Reopening Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and 
will be making changes as needed in the weeks to come. 
The Pastors 

 Drive Thru - Food Drop Huge Success!  Thank you all for supporting our 
collection efforts last Sunday, July 19th.  Not only did we collect over $500 for 
our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s, but we also collected 415 
spiral notebooks, 15 rolling suitcases, 22 backpacks, 123 pairs of socks and 

underwear, 351 food items, 75 hygiene items, and a TON of other school supplies.  Way to go!  
Our next scheduled Drive Thru – Food Drop is Sunday, August 30th.   
 

Bridge Bread Food Truck Thank You!   Our total for pre-sales plus 
Sunday's sales was $276 which met their goal of $200 for the event.  $276 
provides about 13 hours of supportive employment for a Baker and they 

appreciate it very much.   What a “SWEET” way to help our neighbor. 
 

Zoom Bible Study Continues this Wednesday with Pr. John! Revelation: 
Roadmap or Art Gallery?  The Revelation of Jesus Christ to John - last book in 
our Bible - inspires a variety of emotions. Love, fear, anger. It also inspires 
division among Christian folks. Pre-millennialists ... Post-millennialists ... A-

millennialists. What's up with that? Join Pastor John on Zoom (email office@gethsemanestl.org 
to be sent a link to join) every Wednesday evening from 7 until 8pm through August 12 as we 
discuss John's amazing journey with Jesus. Topics will range far, involve some history lessons, 
and we'll even learn a little Latin and Greek along the way.  If you have questions about this 
new offering for Gethsemane, please call the office. Even better, call Pastor John on his cell - 
314-250-4442. Feel free to invite others to participate. 

 
The Pridefest Parade and Tower Grove Pride event have been 
canceled.  We have recently received word that both the Pridefest 
downtown and the Tower Grove Pride event have been canceled.  Our 
booth payment for the Tower Grove event has been rolled over to cover 
next year’s event. 

 
Calling All Closet Singers!  We are looking for individuals or small family groups to sing the 
hymns during worship services.  Hymns will be sung from the Bell Closet in the Narthex, so 
there is no need to even enter the sanctuary if you do not wish to.  Hymns will be sent to you 
prior to your assigned service.  Please contact the church office for more information.   
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission  
through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 
invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 
pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 
together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 
welcoming community of faith. 

 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 
place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary.  


