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In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When 
the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to 
God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to 
God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire 
selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Prelude from Prelude and Fugue #1 in C Minor      Felix Mendelssohn   
              
WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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OPENING HYMN: Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good  Hymn # 871 
 
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
 the author of creation! 
 O God of love, you understood 
 our need for your salvation. 
 With healing balm our souls you fill; 
 all our lament with peace you still. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
2 What your almighty pow'r has made, 
 in mercy you are keeping; 
 by morning glow or evening shade, 
 your eye is never sleeping; 
 in the dominion of your might 
 all things are just and good and right. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 

3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 
 O God, in mercy hear us. 
 Our Savior saw our helplessness 
 and came with peace to cheer us. 
 For this we thank and praise the Lord, 
 who is by one and all adored. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
4 All who confess Christ's holy name, 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Let all God's saving pow'r proclaim; 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Cast ev'ry idol from its throne; 
 God is the Lord, and God alone. 
 To God all praise and glory!  

Text: Johann J. Schütz, 1640-1690; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-1897, adapt.  Music: LOBT GOTT DEN HERREN, IHR, Melchior 
Vulpius, 1570-1615. Public Domain. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
KYRIE (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
GLORY TO GOD (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; 
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end 
Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as 
the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over 
both light and darkness. 
 

    1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates shall 
not be closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of 
bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches 
hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call 
you by your name.  4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I surname you, though you do not know me.  5I am the LORD, and there is no other;   
besides me there is no god.  I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, 
from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, 
and there is no other.  7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I 
the LORD do all these things. 
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The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by 
God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so 
that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your 
faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir on Behalf of the Congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 22nd chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 
After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First 
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
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15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 
emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 
you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 
he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” 
Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him 
and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON –  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: For the Fruit of All Creation   Hymn # 679 

1 For the fruit of all creation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For these gifts to ev'ry nation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 future needs in earth's safekeeping, 
 thanks be to God. 
 
2 In the just reward of labor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In the help we give our neighbor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In our worldwide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 in the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done. 
 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the good we all inherit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 most of all, that love has found us, 
 thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000.  Music: AR DYD Y NOS, welsh Traditional.  (c) 1970 Hope Publishing Co., arr. (c) Oxford 
University Press.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy 
Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your 
servant Luke, the evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy,
 hear our prayer. 
 
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to 
its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all 
that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and 
communities with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
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God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt 
especially Ruth, David, Liam, and those we name before you before you now either silently in 
our hearts or spoken from our lips…   Join their voices in a new song, assuring them that you 
call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, 
court officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. We give 
thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Take My Life that I May Be          Frances R. Havergal, 
               arr. Sam Batt Owens 
     
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life.  
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: You Servants of God     Hymn # 825 
 
1 You servants of God, your Master proclaim, 
 and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
 the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; 
 his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 
2 Ascended on high, almighty to save, 
 yet still he is nigh, his presence we have. 
 The great congregation his triumph shall sing, 
 ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 
3 Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
 Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 
 The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
 fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 
 
4 Then let us adore and give him his right, 
 all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might, 
 all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
 and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806.  Public Domain. 
  

DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
 Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE: Fugue from Prelude and Fugue #1 in C Minor      Felix Mendelssohn 
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
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    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600© 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

October 18 - 25, 2020 
Today 
 

  9:30 am 
 
  6:30 pm 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook) 
LuMin Dinner Drop-Off

   
10/19 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:00 pm 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Choir Rehearsal

   
10/21 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
10/24 Saturday 10:00 am Reopening Committee Meeting 
   
10/25 Sunday 
Reformation 
And Rite of 
Confirmation 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 
11:00 am 
  3:00 pm 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation Class 
Virtual Fellowship 
Carillon Concert at Concordia w/ Dr. Ball
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ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Sharon Salerno in memory of John. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Ruth Johnson as she recovers from a recent stroke.  
David Rikli as he continues his wait for a new kidney. 
Liam Rikli as he and his family deal with medical issues.  
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
Madison as she prepares for and recovers from surgery Deanna Brooker 
Strength and comfort for Rich LoRusso  The Doss Family 
The family and friends of Lloyd Pooker  Vicki Herrmann 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Vacation for Pastors: Pastors Liz and John are on vacation thru October 22nd.  We are happy 
to welcome Marilyn McGuire to lead worship this morning.  
 
We Got SOCKS!  Last Sunday we collected 601 pairs of socks, almost twice as many as last 
year.  WOW!!!!!  We also collected an additional 4 rolling suitcases, toilet paper, diapers, and 
non-perishable food.  Thanks to all who supported our drive.  We will continue to collect socks 
through the end of the month.  Our next Drive In – Food Drop is November 22nd. 
 
2021 Stewardship Campaign – Get Your Mission On:  Did you catch Lory Bowman’s 
Stewardship video this weekend?  What do your mission shoes look like?  All 2021 
Stewardship pledge packets were delivered or mailed this week.  Please contact the church 
office if you have not received your pledge cards. 
 
Light Up the Sanctuary: Our contract has been signed and the supplies have been ordered.  
Work on the new lighting system for the sanctuary should be starting soon.  Please take a 
moment to consider your pledge to help cover the cost of the new lights.    
 
"Genesis: Outside the Box!" Bible Study with Pastor John is taking a break this week while 
Pastors Liz and John are on vacation, but will return on October 28th and November 4th.  Zoom 
link information is available on our website. 
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Choir Rehearsals Scheduled: Bell Choir and Choir rehearsals is every Monday, with Bells at 
6pm followed by choir at 7pm.  Masks must be worn at all times when in the building.  
Instructions for social distancing will be provided.  
 
Carillon Concert at Concordia: Celebrate Reformation Sunday with Gethsemane’s organist, 
Dr. Steven Ball, at 3pm on Sunday, October 25th at the Concordia Seminary (801 Seminary 
Place, 63105).  Bring your chairs or blankets, beverages, snacks and masks for an afternoon of 
incredible and unique music.  All recitals are free and open to the public. Guests are invited to 
enjoy the music from the Main Quadrangle or on the Seminary grounds near the Luther Statue.    
  
Kid’s Stuff Outdoor Rummage Sale: Saturday, November 7th from 9am – 2pm.  Volunteers 
are needed to set-up, help with sales, and clean-up after the sale.  Item for sale may be dropped 
off no later than October 30th.  If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please see 
Vicki Herrmann or Deb Schaller. 
 
Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission  
through Pastoral Center.  

 
  

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite all people to full participation in 
the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to ourselves and to all others that 
we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a 
radically loving and welcoming community of faith. 


