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In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink 
without cost. Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the 
eucharistic table we remember all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the 
bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE:  This is My Father's World     English folk tune, 

    arr. John Carter 
                  
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Morning Has Broken     Hymn # 556 
 
1 Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
 Praise for them, springing fresh from the 
 Word! 
 
2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
 sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 
 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 
 God's recreation of the new day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune.  Public Domain.  Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
GLORY TO GOD 
 
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
 
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 
 
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with 
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this 
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5 
 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to 
make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited 
to Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways 
in which God has glorified Israel. 
 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5 
 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 
saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 
children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 
receiving divine promises. 
 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to 
the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21 
 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 
others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his 
greatest miracles. 
 
13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the 
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all 
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON – A Life of Thanks 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Break Now the Bread of Life    Hymn # 515 
 
1 Break now the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as once you broke the loaves beside the sea. 
 Beyond the sacred page 
 I seek you, Lord; 
 my spirit waits for you, 
 O living Word. 
 
2 Bless your own word of truth, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 as when you blessed the bread by Galilee. 
 Then shall all bondage cease, 
 all fetters fall; 
 and I shall find my peace, 
 my All-in-All! 
 
3 You are the bread of life, 
 dear Lord, to me, 
 your holy word the truth that rescues me. 
 Give me to eat and live 
 with you above; 
 teach me to love your truth, 
 for you are love. 
 
Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1841-1913, alt.  Music: BREAD OF LIFE, William F. Sherwin, 1826-1888.  Public Domain.   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church 
trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for 
the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground 
water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. 
Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do 
not know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 
hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing 
to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind.  Today we pray especially for the Cutelli 
family, David, Conrad and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken 
from our lips. . .  Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
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You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation Gethsemane such a welcoming 
heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we 
encounter. Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord, 
in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Come to the Water     John B. Foley, S.J. 
         arr. Jack Schrader 
GOD SIGHTINGS 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 
comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  
Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: This is My Father’s World    Hymn # 824 
 
1 This is my Father's world, 
 and to my list'ning ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
2 This is my Father's world; 
 the birds their carols raise; 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker's praise. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 he shines in all that's fair. 
 In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me ev'rywhere. 
 

3 This is my Father's world; 
 oh, let me not forget 
 that, though the wrong seems oft so 
 strong, 
 God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father's world; 
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is king, let heaven ring; 
 God reigns, let earth be glad! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901.  Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.  Public Domain.   
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE: This Little Light of Mine     Spiritual, 
     arr. John A. Behnke 
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 
  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 
  Choir:   Dr. Aria Thome 
  Special Music:  The Christian Family: Matthew, Amy, Maeta, Zofie, and Linus 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Joan Williams and Jack and Lois Wind in appreciation to the 
Virtual Ministry Group who has kept us connected through these challenging times.  

 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

August 2 - 9, 2020 
 

Today 
 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

   
8/5 Wednesday 10:30 am 

  7:00 pm 
Staff Meeting 
Zoom Bible Study - Revelation 
Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 
8/9

   
8/9 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 
following the service)

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442(C) 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600(C) 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thome choir@gethsemanestl.org  (480) 290-6369(C) 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(C) 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson glcstlsocialmedia@gmail.com (314) 518-6978(C) 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197(C) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

The Cutelli Family as they mourn Denise’s sudden death last weekend  
David Hackmann for healing 
Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
The Chapman family as Matt deals with terminal cancer diagnosis Elliott Family 
Gretchen’s mother Lyn (comfort, healing, strength) Jenson Family 
Troy during his cancer treatments (strength, confort) Rodney Jones 
My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
Sister Marie from St. Anthony’s as she recovers from surgery Gethsemane Members 

 
Denise Cutelli Funeral Arrangements:  Visitation is scheduled for this afternoon, Sunday, 
August 2nd from 4pm – 9pm at the John L. Ziegenhein & Sons Funeral Home located at 7027 
Gravois Ave., 63116.  Masks must be worn at visitation.  Her funeral will take place on 
Monday morning at 11:00am at The Rock church located at 1601 Telegraph Rd., 63125.  Burial 
will take place following the service at Jefferson Barracks.  A lunch will be offered at The Rock 
after the burial.  In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The Rock Church or Gethsemane.  
 

Zoom Bible Study Continues this Wednesday with Pr. John! Revelation: 
Roadmap or Art Gallery?  Please consider joining us as we discuss John's 
amazing journey with Jesus. Topics will range far, involve some history lessons, 
and we'll even learn a little Latin and Greek along the way.  If you have questions 

about this new offering for Gethsemane, please call Pastor John on his cell - 314-250-4442.  
 
Welcome Dr. Aria Thome:  This morning we officially welcome Dr. Thome as the new choir 
and bell choir director for Gethsemane Lutheran Church.  She will be singing the hymns during 
today’s service.  See the August Messenger for more information. 
 
Hymn Help!  As you may have noticed, we are still working out the best way to have someone 
sing the worship hymns while keeping everyone else in the sanctuary as safe as possible.  Last 
week’s bell closet experiment failed spectacularly.  This week, we are trying a plastic covered 
“choir cage” located in the choir loft. The new location allows the singer(s) to see the organist 
and the organist to see the singer(s) – surprisingly helpful.  If you would like to help by singing 
the hymns for a Sunday this summer, please contact the office.      
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Need to Contact Pastor Liz or Pastor John?  Contact information for our pastors can be 
found on the church’s website, online directory, and is included in the weekly worship bulletin.    

Pastor John:  1963ford@live.com   (314) 250-4442(C)  
  Pastor Liz:   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600(C) 

(Pastor Liz and Pastor John do not use the pastor@gethsemanestl.org email) 
 
Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission  
through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite all people 
to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to ourselves 
and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to the 
world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and welcoming community of faith. 

 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 
place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary.  


