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As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for 
preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the 
cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked 
for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Komm, Gott Schöpfer, Heiliger Geist    Johann Sebastian Bach 
              
WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 
 
OPENING HYMN:  Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult  Hymn # 696 
 
1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 
2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and 
 kindred, 
 leaving all for Jesus' sake.   
 
3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world's golden store, 
 from each idol that would keep us, 
 saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 "Christian, love me more than these." 
 
5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895.  Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922.  Public Domain. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
KYRIE (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 



- 3 - 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
GLORY TO GOD (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 
Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of 
Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On 
whom should God have mercy?” 
    

 1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to 
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a 
three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, 
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed 
God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his 
mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
  
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 62:5-12 
 
God alone is my rock and my salvation. (Ps. 62:6) 
 
5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
truly, my hope | is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.   
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted. 
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
that power be- | longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds.  
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, 
want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now 
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 
though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no 
dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir on Behalf of the Congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the 1st chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the 
gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will 
respond with repentance and faith. 
 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 
good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a 
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will 
make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he 
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me   Hymn # 798 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 

 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
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4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me.

  
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949.  Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional.  © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.  
Al rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953 
 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
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For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and 
for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us 
pray. 
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-
being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, 
let us pray. 
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God 
inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. 
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief.  Today 
we pray especially for Deanna, Kevin, Troy, Conrad, Susan, Dell, and those we name before 
you now or silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips…  that in the midst of suffering, God’s 
peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. 
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that 
meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us 
pray. 
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, 
that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.  
 Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 



- 8 - 
 

Anthem:  Pescador de Hombres (Lord, You have Come)   Cesareo Gabarain  
            
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 
keep you in peace. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: We Are Marching in the Light of God   Hymn # 866 
 
We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 
 We are marching, (marching, we are 
 marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching, (marching, we are 
 marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 

We are dancing . . . 
 We are praying . . . 
 We are singing . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
  
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God.  
  
POSTLUDE:  Fantasia super Komm, Heiliger Geist   Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is 
Coming, 1984.  Music: SIYAHAMBA, South African 
traditional.  Tr. and arr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. 
Walton Music Corp. All rights reserved.  Used by 
permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
704953. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastor:   Cheryl Gorvie 
  Organist:   Dr. Steven Ball 
  Hymns and Anthem: Dawn Schuessler and Dr. Aria Thomé   
  Lector:   Kim Elliott  
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers:  Pastor Cheryl Gorvie  pastor@gethsemanestl.org (903) 918-3992(c) 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(c) 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857(c) 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(c) 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(c) 
Council President: Michael Elliott  opusmbe@gmail.com  (314) 941-5219(c) 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Dawn Schuessler in honor  
of Rich’s “Significant” birthday 

and 
Vi Aronsson in memory of the Aronsson family. 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 
January 24 - 31, 2021 

 
Today 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 
11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation Class 
Reopening Team Meeting 

   
1/26 Tuesday   7:00 pm Worship Committee Meeting 
   
1/27 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
11/31 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 
live on YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation Class
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Deanna Brooker – as she deals with COVID related pneumonia 
Kevin Kopplin – who had to be hospitalized 
Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 
Conrad Otto – as recovers from back surgery  
Susan Otto – as she recovers from shoulder replacement surgery 
Dell Roth – strength and support  

 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
My brother-in-law Larry McGee who had a mild heart attack and 
has pneumonia 

Natalie Fontana 

Marianne (strength) and Quentin (strength, healing) Barb Johnson 
Stacie, Diane, and Dorit (strength, healing) Dawn Schuessler 
Aria’s mom, Margaret Thomé who is currently in the hospital Dr. Thomé 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Pastoral Call Update: We are so excited to announce that this is our last Call Committee 
update.  Today we welcome Pastor Cheryl as the new permanent pastor of Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church.  Plans for her Installation Service are still being worked out.  Watch your 
Friday e-newsletter and Sunday bulletins for additional information. 
 
The Mitten Tree is Still Up!  We have already filled it twice this year.  Let’s see if we can do it 
a third time!  We recently donated 49 hats, 89 mittens/gloves, 2 scarves, 85 non-perishable food 
items, and 3 suitcases to our mission partners.  There is still time to bring in your mittens, 
gloves, and hats to hang on the tree.  Items will be collected through the end of January and 
divided between Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. 
 
Reopening team is meeting today, at 11:30am in the Fellowship hall and on Zoom. 
 
Worship Committee Meeting has been rescheduled to Tuesday, January 26, at 7pm to allow 
for Pastor Cheryl to attend.  This is a Zoom meeting.  Please contact the church office if you did 
not receive the invitation. 
 
Prayer Shawl Partnership: Gethsemane has been contacted by St. Luke’s Hospice seeking 
prayer shawls for their hospice patients. Any size, any material is welcome, although the 
traditional prayer shawl is crocheted. They go through about 5-10 prayer shawls a month. 
(Gethsemane currently has about four.) If you would like to learn more or sign up to help out 
please contact Gretchen. There will also be more information in February’s Messenger.  
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Free 2021 Calendars:  Are you in need of a calendar for the new year?  Marilyn McGuire 
dropped off several calendars in the church entry.  Stop by during office hours to make your 
selection.   
 
Offering Envelopes for 2021 are at the church.  Please contact the church to make arrangement 
to pick up or have your envelopes delivered. 
 
Third Sundays: Starting February 21st, the third Sunday of each month will be the dedicated 
collection Sunday, and during the pandemic, will be designated for the “Drive Thru - Food 
Drop”.  The Big Ask for January and February is laundry soap and dish soap. An Amazon wish 
list has been created for your convenience. If you order through Amazon the items can be 
delivered directly to the church.  In addition to collecting egg cartons and grocery shopping 
bags, we are now collecting clean plastic water/juice/soda bottles. The bottles are used to divide 
up the laundry and dish soap. 
 
LuMin Sunday Dinners returns! LuMin (formerly Lutheran Campus Ministry) will continue 
to provide dinners to the students during their Sunday night worship. They have asked area 
churches to partner with them and Gethsemane has committed to the third Sunday of each 
month. We bring the food by 6:30pm and they package it up. We will need volunteers of food 
and delivery for February 21st, March 21st and April 18th.  Contact Gretchen if you are interested 
in helping out. 
 
Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission 
 through Pastoral Center.  
 

 


