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ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 

 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 

Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding 

described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living 

and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Prelude on Christ the Lord is Risen Today and Thine is the Glory  

           Charles Callahan 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

 Amen. 

 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through 

the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  Through the sea you led your people 

Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 

the Holy Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs 

of your promise and servants of all.  We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

 Amen. 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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OPENING HYMN:  Now the Green Blade Rises  Hymn # 379 

 

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

 thinking that he would never wake again; 

 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 

 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

 your touch can call us back to life again, 

 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; 

 love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872–1958.  Music: NOËL NOUVELET, French carol.  Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © 

Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

GREETING: 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

 

KYRIE: (Choir leads and responds) 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  This is the Feast (Sung by choir on behalf of congregation)   

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of 

God. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his 

reign. 

Alleluia. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

AM: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our 

life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40 

 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home 

after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to 

him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
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26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in 

his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 

chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 

me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does 

not open his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was denied him.  Who can describe his 

generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 

proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31 

 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27) 

 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 

 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations.  

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”        
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THE SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21 
 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have 

not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be 

matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love. 

 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 

one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 

world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 

God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as 

he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 

has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love 

because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are 

liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 

they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must 

love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: (Sung by choir on behalf of congregation) 

 

 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: John 15:1-8 

 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with 

him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 

 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in 

you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 

unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 

me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 

and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen    Hymn # 377 

 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 

 telling the story to open our eyes; 

 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 

 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  

Refrain 

 

 

 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

 gift of the future now flowing to me.  

Refrain 

 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  

Refrain 

 

5 City of God, Easter forever, 

 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

 river of life, saints and archangels, 

 sing with creation to God the I AM!  

Refrain

 

 

 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926.   Music: EARTH 

AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922–1987.   

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.  Music © 1969 

Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 
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The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE CREED 

 

P: Let us confess our faith using the words of Martin Luther, taken from the small 

catechism, the explanation of the second article of the Apostles’ creed. 

 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,  

 begotten of the Father in eternity,  

 and also a true human being,  

 born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.  

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being.  

 He has purchased and freed me from all sins, from death,  

 and from the power of the devil,  

 not with gold or silver but with his holy, precious blood  

 and with his innocent suffering and death.  

 He has done all this in order that I may belong to him,  

 live under him in his kingdom,  

 and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and blessedness,  

 just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.  

 This is most certainly true. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by 

your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to 

your love. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, you rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance 

of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to 

serve. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

God of healing, you have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your 

love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all.  Today  
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we pray especially for Deanna, Vicki, Kevin, Kathy, Troy, Maryn, Angie, and those we name 

before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another from their assigned spaces in the name 

of the Lord.  Please do not move around the sanctuary at this time. 

Peace be with you. 

The congregation is seated. 

 

MEAL       
 

THE OFFERING: 

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be placed in the offering plate 

located in the hall next to the family mailboxes or mailed to the church.  You may also visit our 

website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically.  For those worshiping at home, this is a 

good time to gather together elements for Holy Communion.  

 

MUSICAL OFFERING:  Veni Jesu     L. Cherubini, 

         arr. David L. Weck 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P: Let us pray.  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering 

world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

P: In this celebration of Holy Communion, Christ is truly present and gathers us together in 

one body, thru the mystery of the Holy Spirit.  The chalice and basket here, dearly loved 

instruments of serving the sacrament, sit empty as a sign of our unity, for those partaking 

Christ’s body and blood in their homes, as well as for us gathered here, using these small 

prepackaged cups of wine and a wafer.  Jesus promises to be with us and we trust his promise.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 

has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 

and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung by choir on behalf of congregation)   

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

COMMUNION 

 

(All who seek the Lord are welcome to receive the gift of God’s grace.  Those participating in 

in-person worship will find their Communion supplies on their assigned pew.) 

 

P: The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 

Lamb of God  (Sung by choir on behalf of congregation)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 Amen 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: (Sung by choir on behalf of congregation) 

 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: 

your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared 

in the sight of ev’ry people: 

a light to reveal you to the nations 

and the glory of your people Israel. 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

AM: Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 

to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

 Amen. 
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SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.  

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 Amen 

 

SENDING SONG:        Hymn # 389  

  
 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936.  Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789.  Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing 

Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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POSTLUDE:  Bicinium on I Know that My Redeemer Lives  Charles Callahan 

 

 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2021 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Worship Leaders 

 

  Pastor:   Cheryl Walenta Gorvie 

  Assisting Minister:  Natalie Fontana 

  Organist:   Johanna Erdmann    

  Hymns and Anthem:  Michael Elliott, Dawn Schuessler, Aria Thomé 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Minister:  Pastor Cheryl Walenta Gorvie pastor@gethsemanestl.org (903) 918-3992(c) 

Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369(c) 

Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161(c) 

Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978(c) 

Council President: Michael Elliott  opusmbe@gmail.com  (314) 941-5219(c) 

 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

May 2 – 9, 2021 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service: In-Person and Streaming live 

on YouTube  

Confirmation Class In-Person at church 

Outdoor Fellowship 

   

5/3 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal in Chapel 

Choir Rehearsal in Fellowship Hall 

   

5/5 Wednesday 10:30 am 

  7:00 pm 

Staff Meeting 

Zoom Bible Study 

   

5/9 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

10:30 am 

Worship Service: In-Person and Streaming live 

on YouTube  

Confirmation Class In-Person at church 

Outdoor Fellowship 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Deanna Brooker – as she recovers from a recent fall 

Vicki Herrmann - as she recovers from eye surgeries 

Kevin Kopplin – continued health and strength 

Kathy Lee – as she recovers from eye surgery 

Troy Mann – during his cancer treatments 

Maryn Olson & Angie Fulton- support and comfort  

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My sister, Katrina (strength, peace) Denise Buehrer 

Gretchen’s mom, Lyn Schmidt (understanding, support) Jenson Family 

Our family, especially, Phillip Olson who is now receiving hospice 

care 

Maryn Olson and 

Angie Fulton 

My nephew Michael and his family (comfort and strength) Phyllis Saathoff 

Stacie, Diane, and Dorit (strength, healing) Dawn Schuessler 

Aria’s mom, Margaret, and dad, Alan, who are receiving care at 

home 

Dr. Thomé 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

Singing in the Sanctuary Starts Today:  Did you notice something different about how the 

sending hymn is displayed this week?  We’ve included the melody to assist with your singing 

this morning.  That’s right, we get to sing the sending hymn in the sanctuary.  Please refrain 

from singing the other hymns.  We ask that you sing softly and keep your mask on throughout 

the song.  

 

Fellowship = Coffee and Donuts: It seems like forever since we gathered for fellowship.  The 

wait is over.  Starting today, we are excited to offer outdoor fellowship with coffee and 

individually wrapped donuts immediately following the service.  You are invited to join us in 

the church parking lot for a time to reconnect and make new friends.  Mask must be worn when 

not actively eating or drinking.  

 

Zoom Bible Study:  This Wednesday, May 5th, Pastor Cheryl will continue her discussion on 

how the ELCA Addresses Social Issues, with a focus on criminal justice.  To learn more about 

the church and the criminal justice system, check out the Gethsemane website homepage.  

Discussions will start at 7pm on Zoom.  Go to the church website or see the Friday e-news for a 

link.  This study will be recorded and made available to those who contact the church office. 
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Gethsemane Rummage Sale:  Saturday, July 31.  We are still collecting items for the sale 

including wire hangers, newspapers, and grocery bags.  Volunteers are needed to help with the 

sorting and pricing of items and during the sale.  Contact the church office for more 

information. 

 

Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony Collections:  There have recently been some changes to the items 

we collect for our food pantry partners.  At this time, we are not collecting egg cartons.  St. 

Anthony has run out of room to store the cartons at their location.  St. Anthony will continue to 

collect plastic 16oz water and soda bottles only.  Please remember to wash the bottles out and 

remove any labels.  Both organizations are collecting paper and plastic shopping bags. 

 

Employment Opportunity One:  The Hampton KinderCare is currently hiring teachers for 

infants through PreK.  They are located off of Hampton just North of Joey B’s restaurant and 

are open 6:15am – 6:15pm Monday through Friday.  Please see the Friday e-news or contact the 

church office for a link to the job posting. 

 

Employment Opportunity Two: Hidden Gems is looking for a part time driver to assist with 

donation pick-ups and deliveries.  This is a paid position.  Applicants must have a valid driver’s 

license and capable of lifting heavy objects.  Call Adam at Hidden Gems for more information. 

 

Third Sundays: Sunday, May 16th, is the next “Drive Thru - Food Drop” day.  The Big Ask 

for May is Deodorant and Adult Incontinence Underwear.  Items may be ordered directly from 

Amazon and delivered to the church using the link located in the church Friday e-news.  The 

Bridge Bread will return as well. To see a complete list of each month’s Big Ask, visit 

Gethsemane’s website. 

 

Do You Want to Participate in Worship at the Church?  We are currently looking for 

Lectors, Assisting Ministers, Ushers, and singers.  Lectors and Assisting Ministers sit on the 

main floor and lead from the lectern – one person can handle both responsibilities if they are 

comfortable with the request.  A worship binder with specific instructions for the service is 

provided.   
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission 

through Pastoral Center.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and 
we invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 
pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our 
life together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically 
loving and welcoming community of faith. 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 


