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Blessing of Graduates 

Prelude: You Are Mine              David Haas, arr. Paul Tate 
Dear friends: Life brings us various significant milestones that set the stage for the 
next phase in our journey. Even under these most amazing and strange 
circumstances, graduation from high school is one of these milestones. Today we 
wish to honor those who are moving through this special time of accomplishment, 
transition, and change.  We who are gathered both in this room and remotely in our 
homes wish to show you that the community of faith stands with you and supports 
you as fellow believers in Jesus Christ. 
 
At this time of celebration and transition, hear these words from holy scripture. 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you 
call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, 
you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 
 
Matthew 20:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 
3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my 
name welcomes me. 6 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these 
little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were 
fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 Woe to 
the world because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to 
come, but woe to the one by whom the stumbling block comes! 
 
We Are Marching in the Light of God    Zulu melody, John Carter 
 
Sermon: Millstones and Milestones 
 
Be Thou My Vision           Irish Folk Tune, John Carter 
 
Dialog: 
 
Pastor: All things come to an end, but the teaching of Jesus has no bounds. 
Graduates: Lead us in your truth, O God. 



Pastor: Everyone will stand in awe and declare God’s works; They will ponder 
what God has done. 
Graduates: Lead us in your truth, O God. 
 
Pastor: Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus 
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 
Graduates: Lead us in your truth, O God. 
 
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
Graduates: Lead us in your truth, O God. 
 
Pastor: Remember, Jesus said: I will be with you always, to the end of time. 
Graduates: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Dear graduates: At this special time in your life we are eager to show you how 
delighted we are that you have reached this milestone in your life. As fellow 
members of this community of faith we rejoice with you and want you to know of 
our pride and excitement as you move from this accomplishment into the next 
phase of your life. We also want you to know that wherever you go and whatever 
you do, you are going forward with our prayers for God’s continued guidance, 
power, protection, and strength. 
 
The graduates are invited to stand 
Receive, now, the blessing of Jesus our Brother, of God our creator, and the Holy 
Spirit which sustains us day to day. 
 
Individual Blessings: Each graduate is invited to share their plans for their future 
after they receive their blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



God who formed us in our mother’s womb, for the sake of Jesus lift up and sustain: 
 

Connor Boehlje    Joseph Cooney    Rowan Elliott 
Aidan Jenson    Benjamin McElwee   Royal Wobbe 

Jaden Meyerstrom 
 

in their path forward through life. Assure them of your loving care and kindness. 
Lift them up in times of uncertainty and guide them through moments of 
confusion. Be ever present in their heart and bring them peace. Amen. 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, when you welcomed the children your invitation included 
each one of us. Your guiding hand has continually been upon these young men and 
women. You have sustained them. You have shared in their laughter and wiped 
away their tears. In times of confusion you have offered direction. In times of 
sorrow you have offered hope. In times of doubt your Holy Spirit has lifted them 
up. Grant, O Savior, to each of these graduates the knowledge of your continued 
presence as they go forth into the future. Bless them and keep them. Guide their 
steps. Hold them in the hollow of your hand. Bless them and keep them now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
The leader addresses the assembly. 
Members and friends of Gethsemane assembled over the internet, I ask you to 
respond aloud: will you promise to keep these graduates and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers as they go forth into the future? If so, respond: “We Will.” 
Congregation: We will. 
 
Will you, as fellow believers in Jesus Christ, promise to help these young men and 
women as need and opportunity arise? If so, respond: “We Will.” 
Congregation: We will. 
 
The Pastor blesses the congregation 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord watch over you and keep you safe. 
May the Lord guide your every step. 
May you always know of our unending love for you. 
Amen. 


