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On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, 
the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, 
sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and 
injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his 
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging 
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and 
deeds. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Toccata from Toccata and Fugue in D Minor  Johann Sebastian Bach 

  
WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS  
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 
 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 
 
OPENING HYMN: You Servants of God      Hymn # 825 
 
1 You servants of God, your Master 
 proclaim, 
 and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
 the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol; 
 his kingdom is glorious and rules over all! 
 
2 Ascended on high, almighty to save, 
 yet still he is nigh, his presence we have. 
 The great congregation his triumph shall 
 sing, 
 ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king! 
 

3 Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 
 Let all cry aloud and honor the Son. 
 The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 
 fall down on their faces, and worship the 
 Lamb. 
 
4 Then let us adore and give him his right, 
 all glory and pow'r and wisdom and might, 
 all honor and blessing, with angels above, 
 and thanks never ceasing, and infinite love! 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806.  Public Domain. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
 
KYRIE (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
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GLORY TO GOD (Response Sung by Choir on Behalf of the Congregation) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 
prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the 
riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the 
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume 
the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my 
servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
    

11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down 
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will 
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak 
animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they 
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shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David 
shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.  
 
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the 
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now 
and in the age to come. 
 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far 
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
Choir on Behalf of the Congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 
words of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 25th chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what 
is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it 
that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it 
to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON – But! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Rejoice, for Christ is King!   Hymn # 430 

1 Rejoice, for Christ is king! 
 Your Lord and king adore; 
 rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
 
Refrain 
 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
 rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
2 Our Savior Jesus reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above:  Refrain 

3 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus giv'n:  Refrain 
 
4 He sits at God's right hand 
 till all his foes submit 
 and bow to his command 
 and fall beneath his feet:  Refrain 
 
 
 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.  Music: LAUS 
REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936.  Public 
Domain. 
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The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social 
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been 
served. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the 
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among 
us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
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Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and 
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped 
away.  Care for those who are struggling today especially Lillie Niebuhr and her family, Susan, 
and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips…   Hear 
us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who 
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of 
young people. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the 
sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. 
Hear us, O God.  
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Canticle of the Turning           Irish Traditional  
                    arr. Rowan Elliott       
     
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SENDING HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns   Hymn # 855 
 
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
 all music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless king 
 through all eternity. 
 
2 Crown him the virgin's Son, 
 the God incarnate born, 
 whose arm those crimson trophies won 
 which now his brow adorn; 
 fruit of the mystic rose, 
 yet of that rose the stem, 
 the root whence mercy ever flows, 
 the babe of Bethlehem. 
 
3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 
 behold his hands and side, 
 rich wounds, yet visible above, 
 in beauty glorified. 
 No angels in the sky 
 can fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bend their burning eyes 
 at mysteries so bright. 

4 Crown him the Lord of life, 
 who triumphed o'er the grave 
 and rose victorious in the strife 
 for those he came to save. 
 His glories now we sing, 
 who died and rose on high, 
 who died, eternal life to bring, 
 and lives that death may die. 
 
5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the potentate of time, 
 creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 For thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise and glory shall not fail 
 throughout eternity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
  
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  

Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; 
Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4.  Music: 
DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893.  Public 
Domain. 
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POSTLUDE:  Fugue from Toccata and Fugue in D Minor Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 
stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Worship Leaders 
  Pastors:  Elizabeth and John Backus 
  Organist:  Dr. Stephen Ball 
  Hymns:  Angie Fulton and Maryn Olson    
  Anthem:  Rowan Elliott 
    
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442© 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600© 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369© 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857© 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161© 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978© 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197© 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 
Today’s flowers were given by Angie Fulton and Maryn Olson in memory  

of beloved pets that have gone to heaven. 
 

Thanks to our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott, Steve Hetager,  
Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

Lillie Niebuhr – upon the death of her sister, Carmen Copeland 
Susan Otto – as she recovers from shoulder replacement surgery 

 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
The family of Mary Lou Koons Deanna Brooker 
Colleague’s father in hospital due to COVID Angie Fulton 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 
November 22-29, 2020 

 
Today 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 
10:30 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation Class 
Stewardship Pledge Card Drop-Off, Drive Thru – 
Food Drop, Bridge Bread Truck 

   
11/23 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Choir Rehearsal

   
11/25 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
11/26-27 Thursday and Friday Office Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving 
   
11/29 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:45 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and Facebook 
Congregational Meeting  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
Pastoral Call Update:  Letters containing information about a special Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, November 29th at 10:45am were sent out earlier this week.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to vote on two resolutions: 1 – to call a Candidate to serve as Pastor at Gethsemane 
and 2 – approve the compensation package we plan to offer.  Unfortunately, due to the recent 
cancellation of in-person worship, we cannot offer in-person voting.  If you are unable to join 
the Zoom meeting, please contact the church office to make other arrangements.  Would you 
like to know more about the potential Candidate?  An email was sent out to the congregation 
this past Wednesday containing links to samples of their work.   
 
Adopt A Family, Blanket, and Gift Card Drive: Because of this pandemic, the Christmas 
Adopt A Family program will look a little different this year, but the need is as great as ever!  
See your November Messenger for complete details.  Sign-ups are now live! Go to the church 
website, or call Maryn Olson at 563.419.1885 or Angie Fulton at 618.410.6986 to sign-up.  The 
wrapped gifts should be delivered to the church on or before Sunday, December 6 and our 
faithful volunteers will deliver them to St. Anthony's in time for Christmas. You can also sign 
up to donate blankets and gift cards to be divided between Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony's.  Know 
these items are very welcome and appreciated!  Thank you for making Christmas brighter for 
our neighbors!   
 
Yams and Bridge Bread: Don’t forget today is also the November Drive Thru – Food Drop.  
We’ll collect your donations as you pick up your bread and bakery orders. 
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2021 Stewardship Campaign – Get Your Mission On:  This Sunday wraps up the 2021 
Stewardship Campaign.  Did you catch the last video attached to Friday’s e-news?  Members of 
the Stewardship Team will be available on the church parking lot this morning between 
10:30am and 11:30am to collect your 2021 pledge cards.  Don’t forget to pick up your 
Stewardship mask and special treat.  Extra blank cards will be available if you have misplaced 
yours.    
 
Christmas Wishes: Help us connect with members of the Gethsemane family by sharing 
Christmas wishes.  We’ll be recording your short greeting during the November (today) and 
December Drive Thru - Food Drops. 
  
Light Up the Sanctuary: Work on the new lighting system for the sanctuary is almost 
complete.  Please take a moment to consider your pledge to help cover the cost of the new 
lights.    
 
Sunday Funnies: The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  

  
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we invite all people to full participation in 
the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we pledge to ourselves and to all others that 
we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a 
radically loving and welcoming community of faith. 


