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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Austin Brendel 
 

Side: Right     Section: Wall     Row: Two 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Rich Brendel 
 

Side: Right     Section: Wall     Row: Two 
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Deanna Brooker 
 

Side: Left     Section: Wall     Row: Two 
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Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 



- 6 - 

 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Liam Brooker 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Steve Doss 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Judith Doss 
 

Side: Left     Section: Center     Row: Five 
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 



- 4 - 

 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Kim Elliott 
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Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Mike Elliott 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 



- 4 - 

 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Kate Hartz 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Darlene McElwee 
 

Side: Right     Section: Center     Row: Five 
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

John McElwee 
 

Side: Right     Section: Center     Row: Five 
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Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Janet Burle 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

 



- 2 - 

 

OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 



- 7 - 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Vicki Herrmann 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 9 - 

 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Sharon Ryan 
 

Side: Left     Section: Center     Row: Three 
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Chris Schmidt 
 

Side: Left     Section: Center     Row: Two 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 

 



- 10 - 

 

Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Mike Schmidt 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Dawn Schuessler 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Rick Schuessler 
 

Side: Right     Section: Center     Row: Two 
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 

 



- 3 - 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Joyce Sherstad 
 

Side: Right     Section: Center     Row: Three 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Chris Young / Kleine 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Mary Lou Young / Kleine 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 



- 5 - 

 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Side:      Section:      Row:  
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6th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12th, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sample seating chart for current in-person worship. 

 
 

 

 
 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
3600 Hampton -    St. Louis, MO 63109 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

 Worship Leaders 
 

Side:      Section:      Row:  
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
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My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
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  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

First Name Last Name 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Gretchen Jenson 
 

Side: Camera     Section:      Row:  
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

Liz Backus 
 

Side: Altar     Section:      Row:  
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
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Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

July 12 - 19, 2020 

 

Today 

 

  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

   

7/15 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 

Last day to reserve seats for in-person worship on 

7/19 

   

7/19 Sunday 

 

  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

 
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 

invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 

 

We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 

 People of any race or ethnicity… 

 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 

 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary. 

John Backus 
 

Side: Altar     Section:      Row:  
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 

sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 

what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are 

fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

GATHERING                         
 

PRELUDE:  Gather Us In      Marty Haugan, 

      arr. John Behnke 

                  

WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil  Hymn # 512 

 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 open to the seed of your word. 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 

 where love can grow and peace is understood. 

 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 

 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 

 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 

 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson.  Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950. © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing / Changing Church, Inc.,   

admin Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

GREETING  

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 And also, with you. 

 

GLORY TO GOD 

 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap 

their hands. 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 



- 4 - 

 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The Word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 

beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 

sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 

since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 

no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
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understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregation is seated. 

 

SERMON – Jane and John Deere 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast   Hymn # 516 

 

1 Almighty God, your word is cast 

 like seed into the ground; 

 now let the dew of heav'n descend 

 and righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

 this holy seed remove, 

 but give it root in ev'ry heart 

 to bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world's deceitful cares 

 the rising plant destroy, 

 but let it yield a hundredfold 

 the fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

 life-giving grace bestow, 

 that all whose souls the truth receive 

 its saving pow'r may know. 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.  Music: St. Flavian, J Day, Psalter, 1562.  Public Domain.   

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries 

and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we 

share. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. 

We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and 

lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Today we pray especially for David, Conrad and 

those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our lips. . .  For 

those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those 

who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place.  Guide our Call Committee in the days ahead. 

Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what 

has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. 

Hear us, O God.  

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of 

the resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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The congregation is seated. 

 

OFFERING:   

 

During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 

ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 

church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Unless a Grain of Wheat   Bernadette Farell  

 

GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

SENDING                         
 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus.  God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the 

comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.  

Amen 

 

The congregation is seated. 
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SENDING HYMN: Sent Forth by God's Blessing   Hymn # 547 

 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take 

 leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended  

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

 call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole 

 human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we 

 bear. 

Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Public Domain.  Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  © 1964 World Library 

Publications.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.    

 

DISMISSAL 

  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE: Let All Things Now Living     Kristina Langlois 
 

The congregation waits for guidance by the ushers to exit the sanctuary.  Please refrain from 

stopping for fellowship until you have exited the building. 
 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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July 12 - 19, 2020 
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  9:30 am In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 
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7/19 
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  9:30 am 

 

 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

10:30 am – 11:30 am 

In-Person Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming 

live on YouTube and will post on Facebook 

following the service) 

Drive Thru – Food Drop 

Bridge Bread 

VBS Supply Pick Up 

 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS:   
 

David Hackmann in rehab at the Quarters at Des Peres. 

Conrad Otto as he recovers from back surgery. 

 

 

Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  

Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 

 

 

Request for: On Behalf of: 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 

 

 

Worship Leaders 

  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 

  Organist:  Ella Rothgangel 

  Special Music:  Rich Brendel, Kim and Mike Elliott, and Dawn Schuessler 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

 

Today’s flowers were given by the Elliott family in honor of Rowan’s birthday. 
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Gradual return to in-person worship: This morning, we continue limited worshiping in the 

sanctuary. We ask those of you attending in person to keep your mask on at all times while in 

the building.  Spoken responses should be spoken with a quite or soft voice.  Hymns will be 

played in their entirety.  We request that those at home sing loudly on behalf of those sitting in 

the sanctuary.  Following the service, an usher will dismiss the rows starting in the back of the 

sanctuary.  The basket for recycled bulletins and the offering plate have been placed in the main 

hallway next to the mailboxes and hand sanitizer station.  Please be mindful that our Reopening 

Team is watching the information available about the coronavirus epidemic, and will be making 

changes as needed in the weeks to come. 

The Pastors 

 

The next Drive Thru - Food Drop has been set!  Swing by on July 19th from 

10:30am-11:30am as we once again collect non-perishables and household 

items for our ministry partners; Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony’s. July’s focus will 

be school supplies, peanut butter and jelly, cereal, non-perishable food items, 

hygiene items, and rolling suitcases.  Isaiah 58 is specifically asking that we collect wide ruled, 

single subject spiral notebooks and socks and underwear in youth – adult sizes.  We have 

committed to collecting 225 notebooks.    

 

Bridge Bread Food Truck is coming back to Gethsemane! On 

July 19th, when you swing by to drop off your donations, you 

can make another impact for good in the world by purchasing 

bread and pastries from the Bridge Bread Food Truck!  

 

ONLINE Vacation Bible School: "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" is open for 

registrations! Deadline to register has been extended to this Monday, July 

13! The cost is FREE!  VBS will be online July 20-24 with a combination 

of “on-your-own” activities (videos to watch and crafts to make) and group 

activities on google hangout. Learn about the Lord's Prayer and how grand 

God's Kingdom is; so Grand that he can bring us together even when we 

can't physically be together! Go to the Gethsemane website to find a link to sign up.  Those 

families who have registered can pick up their VBS supplies on Sunday, July 19th between 

10:30am and 11:30 am in conjunction with the Drive Thru – Food Drop. 

 

American Red Cross Blood Drive This Monday:  Gethsemane was asked to serve as last 

minute space for a canceled blood drive on Monday, July 13th.  Although they have several 

appointments already scheduled, there are still several openings between 4:15pm and 7pm.  If 

you are available to help out, go to the Red Cross website and search for blood drives in the 

63109-zip code.  We are the first location on the list for July 13th.  We will also be hosting a 

blood drive on Monday, August 10th.  At this time, the Red Cross is offering free COVID-19 

antibody testing for all donors.    
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We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
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 People of any age… 

 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 

 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 

 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 

 People with a variety of political perspectives… 

 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 

 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 

 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 

 People of differing educational backgrounds… 

 People of any socio-economic condition… 

 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 

 

As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 

pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 

together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith. 
 

  This Bulletin is 100% recyclable.  If you would like to keep your copy, please do so.  If you are done with your copy, please 

place it in the basket provided as you exit the sanctuary.  

Ella Rothgangel 
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