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Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy 
Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and 
flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have 
different capacities; we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes 
the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are 
given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the 
world. 
 
GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE: Every Time I Fell the Spirit    African American Spiritual 
    Anne Krentz 
                  
WELCOME & COMMUNITY LIFE  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading  Hymn # 401 
 
1 Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, 
 fashion us all anew. 
 It's your leading that we're needing, 
 help us to follow you. 
 
Refrain 
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
2 Come to teach us, come to nourish 
 those who believe in Christ. 
 Bless the faithful, may they flourish, 
 strengthened by grace unpriced.  
Refrain 
 

3 Guide our thinking and our speaking 
 done in your holy name. 
 Motivate all in their seeking, 
 freeing from guilt and shame.  Refrain 
 
4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment, 
 nor rootless liberty; 
 turn disquiet to contentment, 
 doubt into certainty.  Refrain 
 
5 Keep us fervent in our witness; 
 unswayed by earth's allure. 
 Ever grant us zealous fitness, 
 which you alone assure.  Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922.  Music NJOOKWETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila.  English and 
Swahili text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by 
permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 And also, with you. 
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GLORY TO GOD 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
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WORD                         
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke 
portrays the Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished 
people assembled in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to 
witness to the power of Christ’s resurrection. 
 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel:  17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  18Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  19And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.   
20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
great and glorious day.  21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and 
Spirit-created diversity. The Spirit creates the unity of faith and gives all Christians diverse 
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gifts for the common benefit of all. We need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the 
same Spirit has given them to each person for the common good. 
 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.  4Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 
Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are 
activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
  12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   

 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 
 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Breathing Fire 
   
HYMN OF THE DAY: Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song  Hymn # 403 

 
1 Like the murmur of the dove's song, 
 like the challenge of her flight, 
 like the vigor of the wind's rush, 
 like the new flame's eager might: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
2 To the members of Christ's body, 
 to the branches of the vine, 
 to the church in faith assembled, 
 to our midst as gift and sign: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

3 With the healing of division, 
 with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
 with the power to love and witness, 
 with the peace beyond compare: 
 come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944.  Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter 
Cutts, b. 1937.  ©1982 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights 
reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
#A-704953.   
 
 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our 
atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creation, 
especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution. Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. 
Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for justice and empathy. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, and 
hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort especially 
Ruth, Rose, and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts or spoken from our 
lips. . . Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of friendship. As Elizabeth welcomed Mary to her home, give us a spirit 
of welcome to those whom we meet in this congregation and outside these doors. Surprise us 
daily with unexpected grace, that we rejoice in every blessing you send. Lord, in your mercy,
 hear our prayer. 
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We call on your spirit of guidance for the members of our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, 
K.T. Elliott, Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm as they work 
together in search of new leadership for our congregation.  Lord, in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of equality, O God. You created all of humankind in your wonderful 
image. Stir up within your people the understanding that mutual respect must cross all divides. 
Today we call upon you especially to help us cross the artificial divide of race. Help us repent 
of the sin of racism. Renew us in your Spirit to love and serve our neighbor. Raise up within 
those in power the will to erase prejudice against people of color from the institutions of our 
country. Use our voice in the ballot box to remove politicians who incite division among the 
people. Lord in your mercy, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in us the 
desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in your mercy,
 hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
Choir:  Send Us Your Spirit      David Haas 
         
 
GOD SIGHTINGS 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind  Hymn # 400   
 
1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, 
as on Pentecost descend! 
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; 
past these walls your people send! 
Sweep us into costly service, 
there with Christ to bear the cross, 
there with Christ to bear the cross! 
 
2 God of blazing, God of burning, 
all that blocks your purpose, purge! 
Through your church, Christ's living Body, 
let your flaming Spirit surge! 
Where deceit conceals injustice, 
kindle us to speak your truth, 
kindle us to speak your truth! 
 

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder, 
shake us loose from lethargy! 
Break the chains of sin asunder, 
for earth's healing set us free! 
Crumble walls that still divide us; 
make us one in Christ our Lord, 
make us one in Christ our Lord! 
 
4 God of passion, God unsleeping, 
stir in us love's restlessness! 
Where the people cry in anguish, 
may we share your heart's distress. 
Rouse us from content with evil; 
claim us for your kingdom's work, 
claim us for your kingdom's work!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923-2007.  Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932.  © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.  
All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.   
 
DISMISSAL 
  
Christ is risen, just as he said.  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 

Today’s flowers were given by Vi Aronsson in memory of Joseph Flowers. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Pastors:  Rev. Elizabeth Backus and Rev. John Backus 
  Pianist:  Ella Rothgangel 
  Choir Director: Dawn Schuessler 
  Choir:   Lory Bowman, Kimberly and Michael Elliott, Rodney Jones 

 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

 May 31 –June 7, 2020 
 

Today 
 

 9:30 am 
 
 
 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and will post on Facebook following 
the service) 

   
6/5 Friday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
6/6 Saturday 10:00 am Reopening Team Meeting 
   
6/7 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and will post on Facebook following 
the service)

 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 

Ruth Johnson: strength and stability to prevent future falls  
Rose Tatum: healing from a fall 
 
Prayers of guidance for our Call Committee: Gary Borkowski, K.T. Elliott,  
Steve Hetager, Nick Kohlberg, Maryn Olson, and Megan Yemm. 
 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
Joy and David Rikli as they prepare for David’s kidney transplant 
testing.  

Deanna Brooker 

My father Philip Olson (comfort, healing, strength) Maryn Olson 
 

“Big Ask” Items: In June our focus switches to shampoo, conditioner and bar 
soap although food is always welcome.   We are also collecting gently used 
rolling suitcases.  Items can still be dropped off at the church for delivery to our 
food pantry partners, or you may make a financial donation via our website or by 

placing a check in the mail.  Our next “Drive Thru Food Drop” will be Father’s Day, Sunday, 
June 21st. 
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Want to be seen at church?! If you haven’t already done so send us a 
picture/selfie of yourself and each member of your family and we will add to the 
50+ we have already printed and hung in the pews! Check out Facebook and  

    Instagram to see pictures.  
 
Vacation Bible School UPDATE: Due to the pandemic and out of an abundance of caution 
and love for our neighbors, we sadly have had to cancel in person VBS. Plans are currently 
being made for an online option.  If you or someone you know would like additional 
information, please contact the church office. 
 
Miss your copy of the Upper Room?  You can still get your Upper Room daily devotionals 
through our website.  Just go to: https://www.gethsemanestl.org/ and scroll down to the image 
between the list of online worship and the volunteer hour log.  Printed copies of the Upper 
Room, Living Lutheran, and the Word in Season are still available at the church.     

Thank you, Bob! After 24 years as the organist at Gethsemane Lutheran (in two, 12-year stints, 
for those who are counting), Bob Chamberlin has retired.  Bob has blessed us over the years 
with his musical gifts: at the keyboards, through his original compositions, and in his thoughtful 
selection of music to complement the Scripture readings for the day.  Those who had the 
opportunity to spend time with Bob in the choir loft experienced his quick wit, ready smile, and 
vast repertoire of creative puns, some more groan-inducing than others.  Everyone is invited to 
participate in three opportunities to celebrate Bob's gift of music to Gethsemane over the years: 
1.) Card Shower: Send Bob a card to thank him for his music and wish him well.  You are 
encouraged to include a note about a musical piece you appreciated or that touched you.           
Cards may be sent to: Bob Chamberlin 8345 Big Bend   St. Louis, MO 63119 
2.) Gethsemane will be making a financial gift to Bob, and you are welcome to contribute to 
this fund.  
3.)  Join the PARADE! On Sunday, June 14 at 2pm, we will have a (socially distanced) parade 
in Bob's honor, past his home.  Please meet in the parking lot of Webster Groves High School at 
1:30pm to line up.  You are welcome to creatively decorate your vehicle.  (This event will likely 
take about 1 hour.) 
We give thanks to God for the gift of music, and the blessing of Bob Chamberlin in our midst 
for these years.  And--we wish Bob many blessings in this next chapter of his life: retirement!   

Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  


