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With One Voice, Setting 4:  Light of Christ 
 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently 
distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus describing the coming of 
the Son of Man with stars falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything 
we would ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can 
share the hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 

GATHERING                         
 
PRELUDE:  Lob Sei Dem Allmachtigen Gott BWV 602   Johann Sebastian Bach 
       
WELCOME, COMMUNITY LIFE, and PRAISE REPORTS 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                         
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the parent who rouses us from slumber, the 
shepherd who gathers us on the holy mountain, the deliverer who sets us free. 
 Amen. 
 
P Let us come before the living God in confession. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation, 
 we open our hearts to you, O God.  Search us and know us.  Reveal all that we keep 
inside.  To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us in your ways of justice and peace.  Make us reflections of the radiant love 
of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
P Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has 
mercy on all.  Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the 
river of life.  Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation.  Go forth 
boldly in the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is 
already here, ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
 Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
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OPENING HYMN: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   Hymn # 257 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.  
Refrain 
 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.  
Refrain 
 

5 O come, O Key of David, come, 
 and open wide our heav'nly home; 
 make safe the way that leads on high, 
 and close the path to misery.  Refrain 
 
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  
Refrain 
 
7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
 O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
 refresh the hearts that long for you; 
 restore the broken, make us new.  Refrain 
 
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear.  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 

The congregation rises in body or spirit 
 
GREETING  
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
 And also, with you. 
 
KYRIE (Response sung by choir on behalf of the congregation)  
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 
1710; tr. Composite.  Music: VENI, EMMANUEL, 
French processional, 15 cent.  Text: © 1997 Augsburg 
Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                         
 
As the first candle is lit, the following is sung by the choir on behalf of the congregation:  
  
Light one candle to watch for Messiah    Hymn # 240 
 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah;     
 Let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
 God fulfills the promise. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954.  Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune.  Text: © 1984 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  
Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953. 
 
 
WORD                         
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt 
Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, have not been realized. 
Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account—to 
be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
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1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 
your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make 
your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!   
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked 
at your presence.  4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.  5You meet those who gladly do right,   
those who remember you in your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself, we transgressed.  6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 
away.  7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  8Yet, O LORD, 
you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.   
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever.  Now consider, 
we are all your people. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
 
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 
 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?   
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself.  
  18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
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SECOND READING:   1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has 
already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the 
coming day of the Lord. 
 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 
of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
 
Choir on behalf of the congregation:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 
of eternal life.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 
 
Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in power and glory 
to end all suffering. 
[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 
be shaken.  26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 
glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 
  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like 
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a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The congregation is seated. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Creator of the Stars of Night   Hymn # 245 
 
1 Creator of the stars of night, 
 your people's everlasting light, 
 O Christ, redeemer of us all, 
 we pray you hear us when we call. 
 
2 When this old world drew on toward night, 
 you came; but not in splendor bright, 
 not as a monarch, but the child 
 of Mary, blessed mother mild. 
 
3 At your great name, O Jesus, now 
 all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 
 all things on earth with one accord, 
 like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord. 

4 Come in your holy might, we pray, 
 redeem us for eternal day; 
 defend us while we dwell below 
 from all assaults of our dread foe. 
 
5 To God the Father, God the Son, 
 and God the Spirit, Three in One, 
 praise, honor, might, and glory be 
 from age to age eternally. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.  
Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, plainsong 
mode IV.  © 1940 Church Pension Fund.  All rights 
reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-704953 
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he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
AM God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, 
peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, thawing 
ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and 
our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill them 
with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with 
welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes facing 
severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 
facing food insecurity.  Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear 
us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, anxiety, 
chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses.  Today we pray especially for Lillie 
Niebuhr and her family, Susan, and those we name before you now either silently in our hearts 
or spoken from our lips…   Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear us, 
O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
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We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, peace, or 
healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain 
all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
OFFERING:   
 
During this time of offering, we ask that you remember the church’s ongoing expenses and our 
ongoing need to be generous people of God.  Offerings may be dropped off or mailed to the 
church.  You may also visit our website at gethsemanestl.org to donate electronically. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Ready the Way              Curtis Stephen            
   
 
The congregation rises in body or spirit. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 
 
SENDING                         
 
BLESSING 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.  
 Amen 
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SENDING HYMN: Soon and Very Soon    Hymn # 439 
 
1 Soon and very soon 

we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
we are goin’ to see the King! 

 
2 No more cryin’ there, 

we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more cryin’ there, 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more cryin’ there, 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
we are goin’ to see the King! 

 

3 No more dyin’ there, 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more dyin’ there, 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
No more dyin’ there, 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
we are goin’ to see the King! 
 

4 Soon and very soon 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Soon and very soon 
we are goin’ to see the King, 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, hallelujah, 

 

Text: Andraé Crouch, b. 1945.   Music: VERY SOON, Andraé Crouch.  © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./Crouch Music, admin. EMI 
Christian Music Publishing.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission.  Reprinted under CCLI #2634076. 
 
DISMISSAL: 
  
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE: Wait for the Lord      Taizé Community 
            
 Wait for the Lord,  
 whose day is near. 
 Wait for the Lord, 
 be strong, take heart! 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS007854.  Worship songs are reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-704953.  Copyright ©2020 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
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Worship Leaders 
  Leader:  Marilyn McGuire 
  Organist:  Dr. Stephen Ball 
  Hymns:  Richard Brendel and Keith Paulson    
  Anthem:  Dr. Aria Thomé 
    

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers:  Pastor John Backus   1963ford@live.com  (314) 250-4442© 
    and Pastor Elizabeth Backus   elizabethlbackus@gmail.com (314) 295-4600© 
Choir/Bell Choir Director: Dr. Aria Thomé gethsemane.choirs@gmail.com (480) 290-6369© 
Organist: Dr. Steven Ball    music@gethsemanestl.org (609) 515-5857© 
Office Manager:  Kim Elliott   office@gethsemanestl.org (314) 313-4161© 
Connections Coordinator:  Gretchen Jenson connect@gethsemanestl.org (314) 518-6978© 
Council President: John McElwee  mcelwee2@sbcglobal.net  (314) 791-2197© 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS:   

 
Lillie Niebuhr – upon the death of her sister, Carmen Copeland 
Susan Otto – as she recovers from shoulder replacement surgery 

 
Request for: On Behalf of: 
The family of Mary Lou Koons Deanna Brooker 
My friend Miguel and her father in the hospital Angie Fulton 
My partner Troy during his cancer treatments Rodney Jones 

 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church Calendar 

November 29 – December 6, 2020 
 

Today 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:45 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and Facebook 
Congregational Zoom Meeting  

   
11/30 Monday   6:00 pm 

  7:15 pm 
Bell Choir Rehearsal 
Choir Rehearsal

   
12/2 Wednesday 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
   
12/6 Sunday 
 

  9:30 am 
 
10:30 am 

Worship Service (HUGS) (Streaming live on 
YouTube and Facebook 
Confirmation
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ALTAR FLOWERS: 
 

Today’s flowers were given by Bill and Mary Scanlan in memory  
our deceased parents and loved ones. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
In-Person Worship Canceled:  In counsel with our Bishop, Rev. Susan Candea, all in-person 
worship is cancelled until after the New Year.   Gethsemane’s Reopening Team will continue to 
maintain a vigilant eye on the number of cases in our area and the recommendations being 
made.  We will keep you up to date on their decisions and how they affect the future of in-
person worship, meetings, and access to the church. 
 
Pastoral Call Update:  This morning at 10:45, a special Congregational Zoom Meeting has 
been called to discuss and vote on the resolution to issue a call to the Pastoral Candidate who 
visited with us earlier in the month. The link to the Zoom meeting was included in the past two 
Fridays’ e-newsletters.    
 
Adopt A Family, Blanket, and Gift Card Drive: Because of this pandemic, the Christmas 
Adopt A Family program will look a little different this year, but the need is as great as ever!  
See your November Messenger for complete details.  Sign-ups are now live! Go to the church 
website, or call Maryn Olson at 563.419.1885 or Angie Fulton at 618.410.6986 to sign-up.  The 
wrapped gifts should be delivered to the church on or before Sunday, December 6 and our 
faithful volunteers will deliver them to St. Anthony's in time for Christmas. You can also sign 
up to donate blankets and gift cards to be divided between Isaiah 58 and St. Anthony's.  Know 
these items are very welcome and appreciated!  Thank you for making Christmas brighter for 
our neighbors!   
 
Blood Drive: The Red Cross will be at Gethsemane once again on December 15th from 2-6pm. 
Walk-ins are welcome but it is encouraged that you register online to ensure social distancing 
and to save 15 minutes at check in time. Register through Gethsemane’s website. All blood will 
be tested for Covid-19 antibodies. 
 
Poinsettia Plant Sponsors Needed. Orders can be placed using the form attached to your  
e-newsletter, the online form on our website, or by contacting the church office.  Plants will be 
available to pick up after the December 20th worship service, so you can enjoy them for the 
holidays.    
  
Light Up the Sanctuary: Work on the new lighting system is complete but our drive to pay for 
the work still needs your support.  We have pledges for about $40,000 of the needed $60,000.  
Remember, a pledge of $1000 is only about $42/month, or $10.50 a week over the next two 
years.  Contact the church office to make your pledge.  Thank you for your support. 
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Sunday Funnies: 
The Sunday Flock is printed with permission through Pastoral Center.  
 

  
 

Gethsemane is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation 
Affirmation of Welcome 

  
Christ’s welcome knows no boundaries!  Therefore, our welcome knows no boundaries and we 
invite all people to full participation in the life of the congregation. 
 
We at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Saint Louis embrace… 
 People of any race or ethnicity… 
 People who are male, female, transgender, or any other gender identity… 
 People of any age… 
 People wherever they are, or wherever they have been, on their faith journeys… 
 People who are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated or partnered… 
 People who are straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, or any other sexual orientation… 
 People with a variety of political perspectives… 
 People who have, or had, addictions, phobias, abortions, or a criminal record… 
 People who are homeowners, renters, living with parents, or homeless… 
 People who are fully-abled, disabled, or of differing abilities… 
 People of differing educational backgrounds… 
 People of any socio-economic condition… 
 People not mentioned above, all of whom are created and loved by God! 
 
As we celebrate and seek to preserve the beautiful, amazing diversity of God’s creation, we 
pledge to ourselves and to all others that we will strive to live as a reconciling people in our life 
together and in our outreach to the world.  We are committed to being a radically loving and 
welcoming community of faith. 
 


